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C
ompared with what we hear these days from politi-

cal commentators and cable TV comedians, the 

following may not seem like a rant, but it deinitely 
is the “Schrader version.” 

Brenau’s institutional life, opportunities and trajectories give 

every indication of substantial progress. This fall our total 

enrollment passed 2,800 students and graduate student enroll-

ment surpassed 1,000. Our institutional inancial condition is 
strong. International collaborations are sending more Brenau 

students overseas and are bringing more international students 

here. Campuses at Augusta, Norcross (North Atlanta), Fairburn 

(South Atlanta) and Kings Bay continue to grow along with 

skyrocketing online enrollments. Brenau recently reached an 

agreement with the City of Gainesville to evaluate long-term 

use of the Georgia Mountains Center for possible expansion of 

heath careers programs (see story on page 19), which could add 

as many as 700 students to our rolls. The list goes on through 

many areas of academic programs, athletic achievement, inan-

cial stability and student life.

 The Grateful Dead (and later Jimmy Buffet) sang “when 

life looks like easy street, danger’s at the door.”  That’s not so 

much pessimism as it is a simple expression of the foundational 

truth in many spiritual traditions and ancient philosophies: Yin 

and Yang, Good and Evil, Death and Rebirth, opposing forces of 

nature and life. Intellectually I understand that happiness and 

grief as well as satisfaction and frustration permeate our lives.  

 So, what is bothering me? We should expect life to throw at 

us – and at our students – unexpected joy balanced by sorrow, 

or much-deserved achievement and personal reward thwarted 

by economic recessions or natural disasters. In fact, it is our job 

at Brenau – a personal and collective commitment – to prepare 

ourselves, our university and our students for all of these life 

changes. That’s hard enough. What is not necessary, however, 

is the unusually uncivil, unproductive, mean-spirited hype that 

bombards the world from a multitude of media outlets and po-

litical organizations. As a result, I see the United States dividing 

into hateful, mutually fearful and hostile groups. 

 Where are the accountability, personal conscience and feel-

ing of responsibility in politicians, media personalities and other 

folks who proit from manipulation of fear and insecurity? Have 
we not learned from history that a vile and loathsome group 

permeates politics and media? These fear-mongering maias ad-

vance their own agendas (often for proit or power) by making 
the “silent majority” afraid of circumstances that people cannot 

control? That technique is how Hitler, Trotsky-Lenin-Stalin, Jim 
Jones, Joe McCarthy and bin Laden gained their initial support 
and consolidated power.

 Don’t get me wrong. I cling to my distinctly America-

shaped and south Mississippi-nurtured tradition of patriotism, 

social conscience and iscal conservatism. That tradition does 
not pre-judge individuals because of ethnicity, cultural nuance, 

social class, political afiliation or religion. Born of hard-working 
farmers and ishermen, immigrants from many countries, and 
those seeking safe haven from oppressive governments, that 

tradition asks men and women to prove themselves through 

actions in lives lived with integrity. That tradition dictates that 

we support those in need. It requires those who are able to con-

tribute MUST DO JUST THAT.
 We work. We give. We respect others’ rights to develop per-

sonal beliefs. We sometimes disagree, and we do so passionately. 

However, we neither denigrate nor villify fellow citizens who 
disagree with us.

 Most important, we band together in times of national cri-

sis. We collectively decide what is right for the nation. Especially 

in times such as these, we expect our elected representatives to 

govern with the country and its individuals in mind, not for po-

litical advantage. We expect media talent to report facts honestly 

and fairly and to transparently express objective opinions. 

 In my opinion, we are not following the American tradi-

tion politically or economically. Citizens need to demand better 

of their leadership, their representatives and the industry that 

reports to the public the events of our lives. 

 Brenau’s graduates are equipped to advance the quality 

of life and love in our world. Our legacy is that a better world 

will exist because Brenau has been a part of it. Politicians and 

performers need to subscribe to that same philosophy – to be 

enablers of progress rather than roadblocks. 

 To paraphrase what Bob Dylan said of our nation’s efforts 

for progress and better times: Get out of the road if you can’t 

lend a hand!

p r e s i d e n t ‘ s  M E S S A G E

DANGER AT THE DOOR

Ed Schrader, Ph.D.

eschrader@brenau.edu
Please keep, share or recycle.
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 6  Leadership Class 
Now in its third year, the new and expanded Brenau 
Scholars program does exactly what it’s supposed to do by 
attracting a crop of star students to the Women’s College.

12  Necessary Step 
Kristine Necessary Loveless deied 
signiicant odds to become a premiere 
professional ballet star. But her second 
step might surprise you.

18  Healthy Expansions 
Brenau proposes an approach to possible ex-
pansions of graduate health care professional 
programs in Gainesville, and city leaders like 
the idea. 

21  Broader choices 
Diverse platforms for undergraduate and 
graduate study, on campus and online, push 
enrollment to a new record.
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27  One for the Books 
Jim Walters has been a great help to Brenau. Need 
we say more? Not in Walters’ view. When you’ve 
said something, you’ve said it. 
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Passion is not something that can be forced on another person. While one can certainly help develop and feed it in others, it is 

something that must be found inside of each of us. I think in many ways the list that follows shows that we, meaning the university 

and those beneiting from the university, are lucky to have so many that are truly passionate about Brenau.

The names that you ind in this list of donors, from gifts provided during the past iscal year (July 1, 2010, through June 30, 2011), 
may or may not be familiar to you. However, if you are a fellow member of this list, they certainly have something very important 

in common with you – passion for Brenau University. 

While we are beneiciaries of various forms of passionate support, the speciic type illustrated in this list is from those who 
have stepped forward to give inancially to Brenau. How their passion was irst stoked certainly runs the gamut – from being a 
graduate of Brenau and remembering the transformative experiences that molded the remainder of their life; to being an audience 
member touched during a musical performance and knowing that a donation could make a difference in the lives of the students 

performing on the stage; to being a member of the community and knowing that the area was a better place with Brenau acting as 
a strong institution in the region.

While I could provide many examples of why people give, that is not the purpose of this undertaking. The reason for my comments 
is simply to say a heartfelt “thank you” to all of those who are passionate about Brenau and, because of this passion, decided to 
support its mission through a charitable donation. Your generosity will continue to propel Brenau forward and allow it to continue 
educating all that eventually will call Brenau their alma mater.

If you are reading this but do not have your name included on the following list, I am bold enough to venture the guess that you, 

too, have a passion for Brenau. I look forward to thanking you next year for your willingness to put that passion into action and 
support Brenau inancially!
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    Putting Your Passion into Action

Sincerely yours,

Matt Thomas

Vice President for External Relations

The Brenau University Annual Report of Donors is published by the Brenau University Office of Communications & Publications and is an annual summary of activities of the Brenau University Office 
of External Relations. The names published in this report are taken directly from annual giving records of the university‘s 2010–11 fiscal year, which began July 1, 2010, and ended June 30, 2011. Every 
effort is made to give an accurate listing of names. Please call any error to our attention by phoning the Office of External Relations at 770.534.6163. 

Annual Report of Donors
2010-11

*Denotes deceased within the last fiscal year.
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Mr. and Mrs. Gus Whalen, Jr.
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ExxonMobil Foundation
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The Gainesville Music Club

Georgia Association of Student Financial  

 Aid Administrators

Georgia Society of CPAs Northeast   

 Georgia Chapter

Mrs. Ann K. Grau, WC ‘53

Mr. and Mrs. Tucker Grigg

Gwinnett County Public Schools   

 Foundation Fund, Inc.

Habersham County Rotary Club   
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Ms. Rosemary Kendrick Harris, WC ‘06
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Mrs. Carrie Hatield

Ms. Victoria Ruth Henderson, WC ‘04

Ms. Amelia Laurence Howell

Jackson Electric Member Corp.

Dr. and Mrs. David G. Jones

Mrs. Kristen Jane Leavell, WC ‘87

Mrs. Merryl McCalman, WC ‘41

Mrs. Nancy McConnell, WC ‘59

Mrs. Mary Montine McDaniel, WC ‘55

Ms. Susan L. McIntyre

Mrs. Berdina Hall Morgan, WC ‘61

Ms. Michele D. Naylor

New York Life Foundation

The Oaks at Post Road

Miss Linda S. Orenstein, WC ‘65

Mr. David Payne

Project GRAD Atlanta Scholars

Mrs. Elizabeth Lucille Ratclif, WC ‘66

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Reid

Ryder System, Inc.

Judge Pamela Ann Rymer

Mrs. Elizabeth Sears, WC ‘80

Ms. Patricia Segers, WC ‘79

Senior Solutions Management Group LLC

Siloam Springs School District No. 21

Mrs. Betsy Elaine Smith, WC ‘61

Mr. and Mrs. Grant T. Stein

Mrs. Sara Stokes, WC ‘45

Mrs. W. D. Stribling III

Dr. and Mrs. Sean Sumner

SunTrust Bank Atlanta Foundation  

 MG Program

Ms. Molly Switzer

Mrs. Hilda Taylor, WC ‘60

Ms. Teresa D. Thamer

Two Ten Footwear Foundaion

Dr. Mike Vetter and Mrs. Cindy Ratlif

Vietnam Veterans of America  

 Chapter 970

Mrs. Jody York Wall

Wellstar Foundation

Mr. Eugene Williams

Woodmere Investments, Inc.

The Brenau Club Patrons 
$250 - $499

Mr. Larry Abercrombie

Mr. J. Thomas Abernathy

Alpha Kappa Alpha - Educational   

 Advancement Foundation

Ms. Diane Andrews

Dr. and Mrs. Danny E. Askew

Mrs. Tami Ball, WC ‘82

Ms. Ann Leard Bender

Mr. Bryan C. Bevil

Mr. Jason Bishop

Mr. Lua Blankenship

Ms. Merri Marlene Brantley, WC ‘82

Mrs. Janice Lee Braselton, WC ‘58

Dr. Billi Bromer

Mrs. Jean W. Burrage, WC ‘45

Mrs. Janel Byerly, WC ‘69

Camden County High School

Mrs. Tina Cannon

Mrs. Elizabeth Carpenter, WC ‘80

Mrs. Margaret Carroll, WC ‘41

Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Chandler

Mr. John Cole

Mr. Clay Cooper

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Coyle

Dr. and Mrs. John W. Darden

Mr. and Mrs. Todd R. David

Mrs. Elizabeth G. Deal, WC ‘51

Mr. Paul Deep

Dell

Mr. Mike Detraz

Mrs. Anita Susan Dickson, WC ‘59

Mr. Forrest C. Dilmore

Mrs. Mary Melissa Edge, WC ‘02

Edison International Matching Gift   

 Program

Mrs. Sara Ann Edwards, WC ‘70

Mr. and Mrs. Russell H. England

Dr. Art Evans

Ms. Barbara Faulkner

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Ferguson

Mr. and Mrs. John Floyd

Drs. Ken and Mary Lou Frank

Ms. Donna Franklin

Mr. Gary C. Franklin

Ms. Kathryn W. Frasier, WC ‘44

Gainesville Lions Club

Dr. Carolyn B. Giberson

Mrs. Donna Gibson

Mrs. Holly Gilchrist, WC ‘86, EWC ‘90

Mr. Heyward Gnann

Mr. Donald R. Godfrey Jr.

Mrs. Claudia Hamblen, WC ‘66

Dr. Bill Haney

Ms. Sally Hansell

Mr. Raymond H. Harris

Harris Family Partnership

Dr. Heather Gibbons Hartman

Mr. Richard Hays

Dr. and Mrs. Taylor Henson

Here We Go Enterprises, Inc. dba  

 Dorks Oakwood

Mrs. Alma Kay Herrin, WC ‘59

Dr. and Mrs. William Holman

Dr. Prentiss M. Hosford

Mr. Scot Howard

Ms. Marcia J. Hubbard, WC ‘52

Mrs. Mary R. Jacobson, WC ‘87

Mrs. Dora Jenkins, WC ‘54

Mr. and Mrs. George D. Jones

Kare for Kids, Inc. Gracie Hill  

 Scholarship Fund

Dr. Hazel S. Katz

Mrs. Karil Deann Kaylor, WC ‘84

Dr. Bonnie Kin

Mr. William H. King, EWC ‘99

KPMG Foundation

Mrs. Sarah Katherine Larned, WC ‘93

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Leslie

Dr. Henry Lewis

Ms. Jennifer Rose Lewis, WC ‘02

Mrs. Laura Heinlein Lilly, WC ‘04

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Lindler

Little Italy Pizza

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lochstampfor

Ms. Vivian B. Lord

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Loveland

Dr. Lawrence E. Lykins

Ms. Meredith Matthews

Ms. Mary Ellen McClurkin, WC ‘60

Ms. Kimberly Beth McCoy, WC ‘92

Mrs. Jean McCrary, WC ‘79

Mr. Gary Moore

Mr. Richard E. Mortimer

Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Inc.

National AMBUCS Living  

 Endowment Fund, Inc.

Ms. Jennifer Lea Nordlof, WC ‘96

Occasions by John & Troy

OnsiteRIS, Inc.

Dr. Gnimbin Ouattara

Mr. Robb A. Owens, EWC ‘02

Pasta Mami

Ms. Alexandra Payne

Mrs. Bess S. Poole

Mrs. Gloria Ann Poss, WC ‘54

Dr. Daniel C. Rabb

Rebekah Assembly of Nevada

Mrs. Tracy Leigh Rhodes, WC ‘02

Rick‘s Smokin‘ Pig B-B-Q LLC

Mr. and Mr. Robert Riordan

Ms. Brianne C. Russ

Mrs. Tamara Nichole Sansbury, WC ‘99

Mr. and Mrs. David J. Sapp

Ms. Mitzi Saul

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Saunders

Mr. William Fred Scott

Dr. Margaret Gilchrist Serrato, WC ‘77

Mr. Doug Shehan

Mr. Bear Sloan

Mr. Frank Smith

Mr. and Mrs. M. Tyler Smith

Mrs. Rebecca E. Smith

Smoothie King #791

Mr. Waymon B. Souther

St. Marys United Methodist Church

Dr. Gale Hansen Starich 

Dr. Barbara Steinhaus

Ms. Marsha Ann Stringer, WC ‘96,  

 EWC ‘03, ‘05

Superb Landscape LLC

Mr. William Thomas

Mrs. Laura L. Thompson, WC ‘87

Mrs. Roseanne Thompson, WC ‘75

Mr. Ted Townsend

Mrs. Stacey Louise Tripp, WC ‘01

Mr. Lewallen L. Tucker

Uncle Mac‘s BBQ Crue

Dr. Robin T. Underwood

United Community Bank

Mrs. Virginia C. Weeks, WC ‘60

Dr. Ann M. Wheeler

Mrs. Lee Anne White, WC ‘82

Wrenn Heating & Air Conditioning

Dr. and Mrs. Vince J. Yamilkoski

Dr. Maria Zayas

The Brenau Club
$100 - $249

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Abernathy

Mr. and Mrs. James Lee Adams

Mrs. Tifany Elizabeth Adams, WC ‘06

J. L. Adams Farms, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Aley

Mrs. Linda Alfonso, WC ‘69

Mrs. Barbara A. Allen, WC ‘64

Ms. Kathy S. Amos, WC ‘02, EWC ‘03

Mrs. Amy Palmer Anderson, WC ‘93

Mrs. Marilena Andrews, WC ‘48

Mrs. Gwynelle Ariail, WC ‘62

Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Armstrong

Dr. Ansermo L. Arthur

Mrs. Nancy Agnes Baccich, WC ‘74

Mrs. Joanne Bagwell, WC ‘65

Mrs. Susan B. Bagwell, WC ‘75, EWC ‘80

Mrs. Lottie C. Bailey, WC ‘52

Ms. Melanie Baker

Lt. H. Christopher Barber, EWC ‘82

Barnes & Noble College Booksellers

Dr. Dana Barr, WC ‘87

Ms. Kenille Baumgardner

Mrs. Arlene Bell

Mr. James H. Bell, EWC ‘84, ‘86

Ms. Elizabeth J. Bender

Mr. Larry G. Bennett

Mrs. Bonnie Kay Bering, WC ‘68

Dr. and Mrs. Stewart W. Blakley

Mrs. Kimberly Blankenship

Mrs. Kristin Elizabeth Bloodworth, WC ‘04

Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Bloom, WC ‘70

Mrs. Kathleen Boatwright, WC ‘57

Mrs. Magda Mae Bowman, WC ‘54

Mrs. Marguerite Bradford, WC ‘46

Mrs. Tyler Bradley, WC ‘95

Mrs. Frances Brannen, WC ‘39

Mr. Paul E. Braza, EWC ‘88

Ms. Rae Marie Brewer, WC ‘94

Mrs. Melissa Kristen Browher, WC ‘93

Ms. Brenda J. Brown

Dr. David F. Brown

Ms. Frances Logan Brown, WC ‘46

Dr. and Mrs. Robert R. Bruner

Bruster‘s Fresh Ice Cream

Ms. Virgina P. Bryant

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Buckley

BULLI

Mrs. Virginia DeLong Burdo, WC ‘73

Mrs. Alison Burnette, WC ‘85

Mr. David Burnette

Mrs. Connie Burney, WC ‘86

Burney Homes, Inc.

Mrs. Jessica Murphy Butler, EWC ‘99

Ms. Amanda Stringer Butts, WC ‘99

Mr. Louie C. Canova, EWC ‘83

Mrs. Patricia Anne Carlson, WC ‘75

Ms. Jennifer Katherine Carlton, WC ‘94

Mrs. Betty J. Carnes

Dr. Heather Gollmar Casey

Mr. Don L. Chapman

Mrs. Heather A. Chapman, A ‘90

Dr. Gregory L. Chase

Ms. Anne W. Chenault

Mrs. Charlene Chesley, EWC ‘96

Mrs. Ria Jane Chiepalich, WC ‘40

Mr. John R. Childers

Dr. and Mrs. Robert R. Christian

Mr. and Mrs. Mark C. Cipres

Mr. Robert A. Clark

Brenau Scholar Brittany Arthur of Cumming, 

Ga., an honors graduate of North Forsyth High 

School, plans to major in pre-occupational 

therapy. She is the daughter of Tracy Arthur. 

Brittany played lacrosse for all four years in high 

school. The aspiring health care professional also 

was a member of the National Honor Society, 

Beta Club, Student Council, Future Business 

Leaders of America and Mu Alpha Theta 

mathematics honor society. At Brenau she has 

been elected freshman class treasurer.

O
ne of the most signiicant 
results of Brenau University’s 
decision to dedicate all 
annual fund contributions 

to the pool of some $8 million a year it 
spends on scholarships is the recently 
reconstituted Brenau Scholars program. 
Created three years ago by combining 
the previous Brenau Scholars award with 
another scholarship for leadership, the 
new program sought to provide a smaller 
number of larger grants to deserving irst-
year students. The idea was to use the 
program to entice some well-rounded, 
top high school academic performers – 
students with proven records for showing 
leadership qualities in and out of the 
classroom – to enroll in the Brenau 
Women’s College and stick around until 
they completed their undergraduate 
studies. The scholarship, funded in part 
by contributions, is a full ride for tuition, 
a value of more than $20,000 each. But 
it’s not a free ride: students who accept 
the irst-year grant sign a contract to 
keep grades up; live on campus and 

participate in campus organizations, 
leadership development and directed 
community service programs; and 
serve as mentors and contact points 
for younger students and older adults. 
If a recipient meets conditions of the 
contract, her scholarship can be renewed 
for subsequent years.
 The university selects Brenau 
Scholars for their past and potential 
academic success, leadership 
achievement and personal qualities as 
exempliied in the Brenau Ideal. Brenau 
Scholars must have an SAT score of 
1200 or better or ACT composite score 
of 27 or better and a 3.2 or better grade 
point average in a college preparatory 
curriculum. Students selected for this 
prestigious scholarship must reside 
on campus, participate in the Brenau 
Honor’s Program and the Women’s 
Leadership Development Program, 
complete a long-term community 
service project and maintain grade point 
averages above 3.3 on a 4.0 scale. 
 So far Brenau is batting 1.000 in 

retaining Brenau Scholars under the new 
program. The 2009 scholars – Brianne 
Russ, Ashley Campbell, Amanda Corll, 
Chloe Golden and Christina Jundt – are 
completing their junior year now, all of 
them fully engaged in a wide variety of 
campus activities. The same is true for 
sophomores Rachel Siegfried, Megan 
Pinter, Jessica Anderson, Ashley Long 
and Lauren Cain, the 2010 Brenau 
Scholars group. 
 “We could not be more pleased 
with the success of the Brenau Scholars 
program,” said Scott Briell, senior vice 
president for enrollment and student 
services. “The young women that it has 
attracted have stepped into leadership 
roles on campus in and out of the 
classroom. They fully embraced both the 
spirit and responsibility associated with 
the Brenau Scholars program, and we 
expect this year’s group to do the same.” 
 Proiles of 2011 recipients continue 
in this section.

Brenau Scholars 2011 Class Represents Outstanding 
Academics, Leadership Qualities

Brittany Arthur
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Mr. Brooks Clay

Ms. Juli G. Clay

Mrs. Grace Jeanette Cleary, WC ‘81

The Coca-Cola Foundation Matching  

 Gifts Program

Mrs. Nancy Colston, WC ‘78

Ms. Cathryn V. Cook, WC ‘49

Mrs. Suzanne Cook, WC ‘68

Ms. Rebecca Cooley, WC ‘72

Mrs. Mihaela Coopersmith, WC ‘03

Ms. Guy A. Corn

Mrs. Susan S. Culp, WC  ‘73

Mrs. Catherine Anne Curran, WC  ‘89

Mrs. Jean K. Daniel, WC ‘39

Ms. Cheryl Lynn Daniels, WC ‘79

Mrs. Dixie Jeanne Davis, WC ‘70

Mrs. Pan Jewell Davis, WC ‘72

Mrs. Barbara Dawson, WC ‘46

Ms. Amy C. Dean

Ms. Randy C. Denenberg, WC ‘73

Mrs. Molly Dee DeSalvo, WC ‘03

Mrs. Claudia Deviney, WC ‘72

Dr. and Mrs. Ken Dixon

Dr. Debra Dobkins

Doctors Weight Loss Center, Inc.

Mrs. Eloise Downer, WC ‘71

Dr. Cathy Dyches

Mr. Richard G. Edge

Ms. Jill Kristen Eisenbeis, WC ‘00

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Eisenbeis

Mrs. Doris Mae Emmerson, WC ‘45

Mrs. Martha Evans, WC ‘72

Mrs. Pamela Roussel Falk, WC ‘56

Mr. and Mrs. Bill R. Falls

Dr. Ouida W. Felker

Mrs. Patricia Felt

Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Ferguson

Mrs. Susanne Field, WC ‘68

Ms. Evelyn Fields

Mrs. Janice Fields, EWC ‘95

Mrs. Christine Fitzgerald, WC ‘84

Ms. Elly Flanagin, EWC ‘08

Mrs. Christine Follachio-Duie, WC ‘79

Mrs. Judy Fontenot, WC ‘67

Mr. and Mrs. Max Frady

Ms. Emily Frazier

Ms. Ambah Elizabeth Frederick, WC ‘01

Friendship Heights Village Council

Mrs. Anne Fuller, WC ‘45

Dr. Jeannie Gaines

Mrs. Marilyn Yvonne Garner, WC ‘57

Mrs. Leigh Garrett, WC ‘75

Dr. and Mrs. Jay Gaspar

Ms. Lisa D. Gastineau

Mrs. Adelaide Geer, WC ‘81

Mr. and Mrs. E. Curtis George

Mrs. Cecilia Ann Germaine, WC ‘61

Gift N‘ Green, LLC

Ms. Marlene Giguere

Mrs. Susan Marie Gilbert, WC ‘76,    

 EWC ‘83, ‘03

Mrs. Jo Ann Gjertsen, WC ‘82

Mrs. Sara Terry Glover, WC ‘61, EWC ‘82

Mrs. Mary B. Goldsack

Mr. and Mrs. David Gordon

Mr. Nathan R. Goss

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Grant

Mrs. Melany M. Grant, WC ‘87

Ms. Natalie Johanna Grasso, WC ‘05

Ms. Lucy M. Greene, WC ‘87

Ms. Christie H. Gregory

Dr. Sandra Greniewicki

Mrs. Cecelia Grimes, WC ‘70

Ms. Vanessa Grubbs

Dr. Lisa Susan Guarnieri, WC ‘97

Mrs. Shirley Guider, WC ‘48

Mrs. Peggy Guillebeau, WC ‘52

GutterGuard, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Hale

Mrs. Katie Mae Hall, WC ‘03

Ms. Melinda K. Hallam, WC ‘07

Mrs. Martha L. Hamel, WC ‘61

Dr. and Mrs. Ben E. Hampton Sr.

Mrs. Julianne Hancock, WC ‘51

Mrs. Kimberly S. Hardgrave, WC ‘89

Mrs. Lyn Thompson Harkins, EWC ‘86

Mrs. Phyllis Harned, WC ‘51

Ms. Lynn S. Harper, WC ‘86

Mrs. Elizabeth Constant Harris, WC ‘44

Mrs. Dorothy E. Harrison, WC ‘40

Mrs. Stephanie Susan Hart, WC ‘92

Mrs. Jackie Hartley, WC ‘53

Mr. and Mrs. Seth Hays

The Healing Hand Clinic

Mrs. Melissa E. Heard, WC ‘92

Mrs. Rita Helton, WC ‘64

Mr. and Mrs. John L. Hemmer III

Dr. Karen Henman

Mrs. Anne Elizabeth Hicks, WC ‘59

Mr. Leonard J. Highsmith

Ms. Kim Hilsher

Mr. David H. Hobbs

Mrs. Patti Ungar Hofman, WC ‘56

Ms. Sandra VanPelt Hogue

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Holtzclaw

The Home Depot Foundation, The 

Matching Gift Center

Mrs. Judy Elaine Horton, WC ‘70

Mrs. Judith Page Houseman, WC ‘66

Mr. Robert E. Howard

Mrs. Mary London Hughes, WC ‘81

Mrs. Janice Hyche, WC ‘64

Mrs. Jeanne Hyder, WC ‘84

Ms. Myrtle L. Iseke, WC ‘52

Mrs. Cynthia Jackson, WC ‘86

Mr. David K. and Dr. Priscilla Jefcoat,  

 WC ‘76, EWC ‘78

Mrs. Felicity Anne Jeter, WC ‘73

Mrs. Jessica Lynn Johnsen, WC ‘06

Mrs. Joan Johnson, WC ‘60

Mr. N. Rand Johnston

Mrs. Angela Sue Jones, WC ‘97

Mrs. Anne Dickey Jones, WC ‘81

Mrs. Frazier C. Jones, EWC ‘93

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Jones

Mrs. Lady Bonds Jones, WC ‘61

Mrs. Jana Kaney, WC ‘60

Mrs. Nancy Keane, WC ‘63

Ms. Melinda A. Kelleher, WC ‘84

Dr. and Mrs. Scott A. Kellermeyer

Mr. Tyler J. Kempker

Mrs. Evelyn H. Kephart

Ms. Susan Keppel

Dr. Rudi Kiefer

Mrs. Julie Ann Kirksey, WC ‘68

Ms. Emily Claire Kisor, WC ‘09

Mrs. Deborah Leigh Kroll, WC ‘73

Lakeshore Chiropractic

Mrs. Lynn Ellison Lambert, WC ‘87

Ms. Amanda Lammers

Ms. Aletha Langham

Dr. Nancy Lanier, WC ‘49

Mrs. Eleanor Long Lawrence, WC ‘63

Mrs. Michelle Leavell

Mrs. Delores Leslie, WC ‘47

Mrs. Madeline Mabry Lippman, WC ‘53

Mrs. Shirley R. Lipscomb, WC ‘75

Dr. Kathryn Locey

Mrs. Joyce Lott, WC ‘59

Ms. Jean Lucas

Mrs. Gloria Lynch, WC ‘50

Mrs. Judith Mabry, WC ‘60

Mr. and Mrs. William C. MacPhail

Mrs. Kelley L. Maddox

Mrs. TaJanna Mallory

Mrs. Ann Marble, WC ‘49

Ms. Anne Bache Martin

Mrs. Christine Martin, WC ‘61

Mr. J. Darwin Martin, EWC ‘78

Martin Furniture Company

Mrs. Gretchen Ahnita Mason, WC ‘97

Ms. Sabrina Filene Masters, WC ‘06

Mrs. Nancy McAden, WC ‘64

Mrs. Paula Marie McCollough, WC ‘75

Ms. Janie McCoy

Mrs. Mary McNamee, WC ‘77

Mr. Walter P. McNeal, EWC ‘80

Ms. Dana Meadows

Mrs. Julia Meeks

Mela Therapeutics, Inc.

Mrs. Judith Ann Meyer, WC ‘73

Mrs. Betty Milford, WC ‘43

Ms. Elizabeth Miller, EWC ‘91

Ms. Rosalie J. Miller

Mrs. DeAnne Mitchell, WC ‘85

Darrell and Celeste Morris, WC ‘95

Mrs. Holli Morris, WC ‘74

Ms. Yara Murphy

Mrs. Elizabeth Murray, WC ‘44

Ms. Shardai D‘Andrea Murray, WC ‘07

Mr. Barry Muse

Ms. Amy Nash

Mr. and Mrs. Randall Nettles

The Northern Trust Company

Mrs. Sally M. Nunn, WC ‘68

Mrs. Noreen M. O‘Neill, EWC ‘92

Mrs. Frances Overdyke

Mrs. Anne P. Ovson, WC ‘86

Mr. Marty Page

Mrs. Helen Palmour, WC ‘49

Mrs. Mary-Jeanette Perkins

Mr. C T. Petersen

Mr. and Mrs. Colin C. Pharr

Ms. Sharon T. Pickett, EWC ‘97

Mrs. Janet B. Pierce, WC ‘51

Mrs. Elizabeth M. Pilgrim, WC ‘56

Pilot Club Of Gainesville

Mr. Claude D. Porter Sr., EWC ‘84

Ms. Rosalie Widener Prevost, WC ‘69

Mrs. Patricia Prince, WC ‘48

Proctor & Gamble

Pro Import, Inc.

Progressive Arts Club

Mrs. Rosalyn Rast, WC ‘48

Dr. and Mrs. Sam D. Rauch Jr.

Ms. Catherine Ann Rawlinson, WC ‘73

Mrs. Jerolyn Nicole Redstrom, WC ‘02

Ms. Crystal Michelle Rehling, WC ‘03

Mrs. Tyler Remsburg, WC ‘61

Mrs. Robin M. Repinski, WC ‘88

Mr. Perrin Reynolds

Mrs. Sibyl Reynolds, WC ‘51

Mrs. Rhoda Richardson, WC ‘69

Mrs. Mary Anne Ritchie, WC ‘52

Ms. Lynn S. Roberts

Mrs. Katie Braden Robertson

Mrs. Donna B. Robinson, WC ‘91

Dr. and Mrs. James T. Rogers

Ms. Tracey Ann Rogers, WC ‘83

Mrs. Mary Ross, WC ‘58

Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. Rowe

Dr. Samuel T. Sanders, EWC ‘92

Mrs. Amy Scandrett, WC ‘87

Mrs. Carolyn R. Schild, WC ‘48

Ms. Jonna Faye Schwalb, WC ‘91

Ms. Lisa Scroggs 

Ms. Mary Helen Seim, WC ‘05

Dr. James Sennett

Seven & Company, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Sheield

Mrs. Matilen Sheram, WC ‘65

Mrs. Lane Walker Sheridan, WC ‘88

Mrs. Elizabeth K. Sherling

Mrs. Rosanne Short, WC ‘90, EWC ‘06

Ms. Valerie Simmons-Walston

Mr. Raymond D. Singleton, EWC ‘92

Mrs. Jane Grogan Skelton, WC ‘59

Ms. Sharon Skinner

Mr. Donald Small

Ms. Carol Smith

Mrs. Cathryn B. Smith, EWC ‘96

Ms. Kristi Sneddon

Mrs. Lilli Ann Snow, WC ‘71

Mr. and Mrs. Darrell A. Snyder

Mr. Michael Souther

The Spa on Green Street  

Mrs. Barbara A. Spurlock, EWC ‘94

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Stacy

Mrs. Lauren Stallings, WC ‘81

Ms. Susan A. Stallings-Sahler

Mrs. Gloria Stargel, WC ‘77

Mrs. Joyce Staton, WC ‘52

Mrs. Yolanda Sterling

Mrs. Ellen Stokes

Mrs. Marcia Anne Stokes, WC ‘68

Mrs. Sara Story, WC ‘86

Ms. Marion L. Stratton, EWC ‘83

Mrs. Mary Ann Sturken, EWC ‘91

Ms. Jennifer Su, WC  ‘60

Ms. Shannon Elizabeth Sullivan, WC ‘01

Mrs. Vicky Surman, WC ‘83

Mrs. Beverly Ann Tames, WC ‘62

Ms. Pamela Taraboletti, WC ‘74

Mrs. Carol Taylor, WC ‘53

Mr. and Mrs. Robin G. Terrell

Mrs. Bonnie L. Thomas, WC ‘97

Mrs. Bess Thompson, WC ‘84

Ms. Deborah Stump Thompson

Mr. Jason Thompson

LTC Margaret B. Thompson, WC ‘50

Mrs. Mary Helen Thrasher, WC ‘41

Mrs. Mary Catherine Tillman

Mrs. Sally Trapnell, WC ‘64

Mrs. Jean Louise Trattner, WC ‘49

Tri-2-Remember Foundation, Inc.

Ms. Patti Truelove

Mr. Allen R. Trungale

Mr. Henry Tsuei

Mrs. Nelwyn Turk, WC ‘69

Ms. Christine E. Turner, WC ‘84

Mrs. Flora Grace Underwood, WC ‘61

Mr. Bradley S. Valentine

Mrs. Ellen Valenz, WC ‘68

Mrs. Miriam Louise Vandiver, WC ‘76

Mr. Robert Vass

Ms. Teresa Kay Vickers, WC ‘83

Wachovia Foundation MG Program

Mrs. Presley Merritt Wagoner, WC ‘71

Mrs. Robin Joy Waibel, WC ‘85

Ms. Terry Isabel Waith, WC ‘66

Mrs. Eloise Jones Walston, WC ‘60

Mrs. Lynda Johnson Walton

Mrs. Polly B. Ward

Mrs. Sue Jones Ward, WC ‘50

Mrs. Elizabeth Wardrop, WC ‘72

Mrs. Marilane Warr, WC ‘60

Mrs. LaTrelle Waters, WC ‘59

Mr. and Mrs. R. Fleming Weaver

Ms. Norma W. Webb

Mrs. Sandra Webster, WC ‘69

Mrs. Shannon Grinnan Weeks, WC ‘07

Mrs. Wanda Elrod Westmoreland,   

 WC  ‘81, EWC ‘86

Mrs. Rebecca Whelan, WC ‘62

Mrs. Joanne White, WC ‘57

Mr. R. K. Whitehead

Mrs. Jane Whiteman, WC ‘65

Dr. Jim Whitlock

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Whitmire

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald N. Whitmire

Mrs. Mary Dickinson Wick, WC ‘67

Mrs. Phyllis Ann Wiley, WC ‘78

Mrs. Sara Wilkerson, WC ‘61

Mrs. Karel Ann Wilkinson, WC ‘82

Mrs. Carrie L. Williams

Dr. Charlotte Williams, WC ‘47

Mrs. Shirley Kay Willimon, WC ‘71

Ms. Barbara Wilson

Mr. Conard M. Winiarski

Women Obstetrics & Gynecology, PLC

The Brenau Club
Sustaining Members
Up to $99

Mrs. Kristine E. Adams, WC ‘87

Dr. Linda Aikens-Young

Mrs. Judy Lynn Alexander, WC ‘67,  

 EWC ‘94

Ms. Gaynell Allen, EWC ‘94

Mrs. Kathleen H. Ambrose

Ms. Elois Anderson

Ms. Nancy D. Anderson, WC ‘81

Mr. Chip Andrews

Mr. and Mrs. Mote W. Andrews Jr.

Ms. Lenna Applebee

Ms. Melba Arnold

Mrs. Ava Catherine Arp, WC ‘82

Mrs. Eloise Ash, WC ‘54

Ms. Evelyn Asher, EWC ‘04

Mrs. Carolyn Lea Avery, WC ‘67

Mrs. Sally Baber, WC ‘72

Mrs. Linda Banks, WC ‘70

Mrs. Lynn Bannister, WC ‘68

Mrs. Cordie Bass, WC  ‘51

Mrs. Melda H. Bassett, WC ‘74

Mrs. Elizabeth Adock Baumgardner,  

 WC ‘88

Mrs. Kelly Ann Beck, WC ‘00

Mrs. Nancy R. Beckmann, WC  ‘71

Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Bell, EWC ‘87

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Bell

Mrs. Suzanne Smither Bellows, WC  ‘68

Mr. and Mrs. Cody L. Benson, WC ‘04,  

 EWC ‘07

Mrs. Judy Benson

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Berger

Mrs. Carolyn H. Biggs, EWC ‘94, ‘95

Mrs. Carol K. Black, EWC ‘95

Mr. David S. Blair, EWC ‘92

Dr. Larry Bolling

Ms. Jennifer L. Gesch Bond

The Book Club

Ms. Jessica Bowling ‘10

Mrs. Stephanie Susan Boyd, WC ‘90

Dr. Judy Bradberry

Mrs. Katharine Sloan Bradbury, WC ‘67

Mrs. Jane Bradley, WC  ‘64, ‘78

Mrs. Eugenia Mae Bragen, WC ‘59

Ms. Joanna S. Bragg, WC ‘73

Mrs. Peggy Lee Braselton, WC ‘48

Dr. Mary Lucile Braun, WC ‘58

Brenau Golden Tigers Athletic  

 Booster Club

Mr. James E. and Dr. Sandy Brim

Ms. Marvene T. Brooks

Mrs. Joan Brown, WC ‘73

Mrs. Lita Brown, WC ‘52

Mrs. Rebecca Lane Brown, WC ‘82

Mrs. Sue Brown, WC ‘45

Mrs. Eva Mae Brunk, WC ‘50

Mrs. Carolyne Bryan, WC ‘36

Dr. Suzanne D. Butterield

Ms. Nikki Bybee

Ms. YaSheaka SyINeatra Campbell, WC ‘00

Mrs. Dale Jean Cardwell, WC ‘50

Ms. Kasey R. Carlisle

Mr. and Mrs. Craig W. Carpenter

Mrs. Betty Crawley Carter, EWC ‘93

Mrs. Nelson Hilty Carter, WC ‘64

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Cassano

Mrs. Constance Ada Casto, WC ‘63

Mrs. Zoe Ann Cerny, WC ‘69

Dr. Sharon Waits Chalmers

Mrs. Rachel Adelle Chambers, WC ‘00

Ms. Sonja P. Chambers

Mrs. Catherine E. Chapman

Ms. Elizabeth G. Chappelle

Ms. Lee Chavanne

Mrs. Anne Cheney, WC ‘51

Mr. Edward J. Chrysler Jr., EWC ‘89

Mrs. Sarah Fields Church, WC ‘71

Mrs. Carol Clark, WC ‘59

Mr. Herman Clark, EWC ‘83

Mrs. Wylna M. Clinard, WC ‘56

Ms. Carla Alfrendetta Cobb, EWC ‘95

Mrs. Joyce Marie Coleman, WC ‘81

Mrs. Tina Marie Coleman, WC ‘98

Mrs. Shelley Ashburn Collins, EWC ‘80

Community Foundation of Western 

North Carolina, Inc.

Mrs. Sally A. Conn

Ms. Lindsay Cook, WC ‘73

Dr. Rebecca Penwell Cooper

Ms. Sue M. Corley, EWC ‘98

Mrs. Jessica T. Corn

Mrs. Jean Cory, WC ‘44

Mrs. Marge F. Coulton, WC ‘57

Mrs. Margaret Jean Crabtree, WC ‘58

Mrs. Andrea Craft, WC ‘60

Mrs. Evelyn Craven, WC ‘52

Mrs. Lynn Crawford, WC ‘59

Mrs. Linda Croner, WC ‘66

Mrs. Cheryl Crumley

Mrs. Brenda L. Curodeau

Dr. Robert E. Cuttino Jr.

Mr. Perry Daughtry

Mrs. Debbie Lawson Davis, WC ‘80

Mrs. Joan Davis, WC ‘55

Mrs. Carol Delgrosso

Dr. Ann Demling

Dr. George Demuyakor

Mrs. Mary Dale Dickerson, WC ‘66

Mrs. Eleanor Jane Dickson, WC ‘60

Mr. Robert Dixon

Mrs. Beverley Ann Dobbs, WC ‘63

Ms. Jane A. Dolan

Mrs. Margarette Mahon Dye

Mr. and Mrs. James Easterday

Mrs. Deborah L. Edwards, EWC ‘96

Mr. William Edwards

Mrs. Carol Eggerding

Mrs. Frances J. Elliott

Mrs. Grace-Marie Elliott, WC ‘49

Ms. Gracemarie Kandee Elliott, WC ‘81

Dr. Winter S. Elliott

Mrs. Janice DeNisco Emmett, WC ‘81

Ms. Tami English

Mrs. Judith Ann Erps, WC ‘88

Mrs. I. H. Mary Inge Evans, WC ‘69

Morgan Davis
Brenau Scholar Morgan Davis of Butler, Ga., a 

graduate of Marion County High School, plans 

to major in English literature. She is the daughter 

of Nicole Montgomery and Eddie Davis. Her 

career goal is to teach English and literature at 

the college level. “Books and writing have been 

such an amazing outlet for me that it seems 

almost criminal to not share it with someone 

else,” Davis says. “I’m so thankful for this 

amazing experience at Brenau.”

Abigail Paul
Brenau Scholar Abigail Paul of 

Sugar Hill, Ga., a graduate of North 

Gwinnett High School, plans to major 

in theater. She wants to pursue a 

graduate degree in this discipline and 

teach. “I enjoy working with children 

and reading for fun when I get the 

chance,” Paul says. 
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Mrs. Ashlee Tising Falco, WC ‘02

Dr. Camille Fareri

Miss Therese E. Farmer

Mrs. Mariette Farrow, WC ‘80

Ms. Whitney H. Fauscett

Ms. Beth Ann Felosi, WC ‘07

Mr. Eddie L. Ferguson, EWC ‘92

Mrs. Marlin Clayton Ferrell, WC ‘68

Mrs. Elizabeth Fink, WC ‘50

Mrs. Candice Fleming, WC  ‘82

Ms. Arolue Flemmen, EWC ‘05

Dr. Joye Fuller

Gainesville / Hall County Retired   

 Educators Association

Mrs. Elaine Gaeser Gamson

Ms. Lori Gann-Smith

Ms. Phyllis Garofalo

Mr. and Mrs. George L. Germain

Mr. John C. Gesch

Mrs. Julie Gibson

Ms. Tifany Gillespie

Mrs. Judith Nenon Girardeau, WC ‘93

Ms. Heather Gladfelter

Mrs. Nancy Goode, WC ‘59

Mrs. Angie Graham

Mrs. Stevie Elaine Graham, WC ‘55

Ms. Amandalynn Green

Mrs. Katharine Elizabeth Green, WC ‘68

Mr. Cody Greene

Mrs. Beverly Patricia Greer, WC ‘57

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Greer, EWC ‘09

Ms. Sarah J. Grose, WC ‘79

Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Gross Jr.

Mrs. Sally I. Gunderman

Ms. Rebecca Gurr

Mrs. Cecilia Elizabeth Hadley, WC ‘62

Mrs. Gay Hobgood Hammond, WC ‘82

Ms. Diana M. Hampton

Rev. and Mrs. Paul H. Hanna

Mrs. Marilyn Hannon, WC ‘46

Ms. Holly L. Hargrove

Mrs. Carlotta D. Harrell, WC ‘93

Mrs. Barbara Harris, WC ‘49

Rev. and Mrs. H. Don Harrison

Mrs. Sue D. Harwell, WC ‘63

Mrs. Margaret Gail Haselden, WC ‘61

Mrs. Jo Ann Hause

Mrs. Marilynn Havlykke, WC ‘72

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Head

Mrs. Eunie Healy, WC ‘64

Mrs. Martha Hebble, WC ‘48

HGH Senior Honor Society

Mrs. Victoria Lynn Hodgins, WC ‘79

Mrs. Sandra Hofman

Mrs. Carlene Elaine Holder, WC ‘72

Ms. Sunny Hollwell

Ms. Melissa R. Hozey

Mrs. Louise Hughs, WC ‘47

Mrs. Rebecca A. Hummel, WC ‘73

Ms. Salli M. Hutton

Mrs. Penelope Mair Jamison, WC ‘65

Mrs. Anne Barrington Jarrett, WC ‘03

Mrs. Erice Johnson, WC ‘58

Ms. Teresa C. Johnston, EWC ‘00

Mrs. Elsie Lee Jones, WC ‘62

Ms. Kathryn L. Jones, WC ‘63

Mrs. Barbara Jean Keeler, WC ‘50

Mrs. Rilla Keith

Ms. Amanda Catherine Kelley, WC ‘05

Ms. Tamerah K. Kemper, EWC ‘96

Mrs. Nancy J. Kenney, WC ‘62

Ms. Linda Kern

Mrs. Anna Belle Kibler, WC ‘73

Mr. Darryl L. Kiehl

Ms. Johanna Kiehl

Ms. Ann Kilpatrick

Dr. Kathryn Coke Kinsley, WC ‘69

Mrs. Lynn Kozlosky, WC ‘80

Ms. Leila Cullen Kramer, WC ‘92

Mrs. Sue Ellen Lampros, WC ‘82

Dr. and Mrs. William Langston

Mrs. Holly Lantz, WC ‘74

Law Oices Of Michael David Wood

Mrs. Patricia Leak, WC ‘54

Ms. Brittany Hanna Ledford, WC ‘06

Mrs. Laura A. Ledford, WC ‘81, EWC ‘86

Mrs. Tamara Williams Lee, WC ‘02

Mrs. Rosemary LeRoy, WC ‘59

Ms. Mary Anna Leroy-Marler, WC ‘66

Dr. Sheila Monjeau Letica, EWC ‘92, ‘93

Mrs. Mary Emmye Lewis, WC ‘70

Ms. Shavonda La-Trenda Lewis, WC ‘04

Ms. Helen Lieth

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Little

Ms. Jolie Long

Mrs. Jayne Arledge Louttit, WC ‘62

Mrs. India Lumsden, WC  ‘76

Ms. Valerie Mac

Ms. Jessica Maddox

Mrs. Amy Nicole Manley, WC ‘99

Ms. Sandy Marcoux, WC ‘46

Mrs. Abby A. Martin, WC ‘78

Ms. Kathy E. Martin

Mrs. Kayanne S. Massey, WC ‘63

Mr. Ronald J. Maus, EWC ‘93

Mrs. Barbara Ann May, WC ‘76, EWC ‘80

Mrs. Bedell Mayers, WC ‘78

Mrs. Lisa Anne McCleskey, WC ‘81

Mrs. Cheryl Elaine McElveen, WC ‘68

Ms. Sandra G. McGowen

Mrs. Susan H. McKnight, WC ‘69

Mr. and Mrs. William McMahan

Mrs. Judy B. McNeilly, WC ‘86

Mrs. Sally Merck, WC ‘55

Ms. Elizabeth B. Merritt, WC ‘87

Mestizo Southwest Grill

Mrs. Alma Milton, WC  ‘58

Mr. Russell Mionie

Ms. Robin Mize

Mrs. Shirley Jane Mize, WC ‘57

Mrs. Susan Renee Morris, WC ‘87

Ms. Diane L. Mothershed

David and Diana Mulkey

Mrs. Carolyn H. Mundy, WC ‘65

Mrs. Ann Ralls Murrah, WC ‘54

Ms. Ivey R. Nash

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Nesbitt

Ms. Laura Nicholson

Ms. Euzelia Nix

Mr. and Mrs. J. Kenneth Nix

Mrs. Rebecca Nix, WC ‘86

Mr. and Mrs. Bob North

North Georgia Erosion MGMT  

 Services, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. O‘Kelly

Mrs. Susan M. O‘Leary

Mrs. Carole Cynthia Orr, WC ‘67

Ms. Alyce Ostler, WC ‘53

Dr. Mary Garland Owens, WC ‘63

Mrs. Lisa M. Page, WC ‘87

Mrs. Patricia E. Parris-Shibley, WC ‘72

Mrs. Rhonda Lynn Patjens, WC ‘04

Ms. Amanda Lynne Patterson, WC ‘03

Mrs. Brandy Paul

Mrs. Jennifer Ann Peacock, WC  ‘94,  

 EWC ‘97

Mrs. Ann Miller Pearce, EWC ‘95

Ms. Linda R. Pendergrass, WC ‘70

Mrs. Laura Peters, WC ‘75

Mrs. Phyllis Phillips, WC ‘50

Ms. Laura Marinn Pierce, WC ‘02

Mrs. Paula Marian Pilgrim, WC ‘65

Ms. Gladys Piper

Ms. Natalie Katherine Polk, WC ‘94

Ms. Redenna Poole

Ms. Kacee Marie Popa, WC ‘08

Mrs. Glenora Porter, WC ‘44

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Powell

Mrs. Louise R. Price, WC ‘66

Mrs. Carol Purcell, WC ‘85

Ms. Cathleen C. Rabe

Mrs. Susan Rafa, WC ‘60

Mrs. Ruth Ragonese, WC ‘47

Mrs. Barbara Rainey, WC ‘57

Mrs. Patricia Anne Raposo, WC ‘67

Mrs. Merideth Rath, WC ‘97

Mrs. Carol Nadine Reed, WC ‘73

Mrs. Tara Nicole Reed, WC ‘95

Mrs. Dorothy Register, WC ‘69

Mrs. Marjorie Ann Reighard, WC ‘61

Mrs. Margaret Reisler, WC ‘45

Mrs. Karen Reville, WC ‘88

Mrs. Frances Reynolds, WC ‘71

Mrs. Holly L. Reynolds, EWC ‘04

Mrs. Jennifer D. Reynolds

Ms. Jennifer L. Reynolds

Mr. Wayne Reynolds

Ms. Marjorie T. Richardson, WC ‘77

Mrs. Suzanne Richardson, WC ‘48

Mrs. Susan Tracy Rickson, WC ‘91

Mrs. Mari Jo Robbins, WC ‘66

Mrs. Betty Robinson, WC ‘45

Mrs. Lynn Robertson, WC ‘87

Mrs. Karen Lynn Rodgers, WC ‘89

Mrs. Mary Kathryn Rogers, WC ‘82,  

 EWC ‘89

Ms. Betty Rogers-Pardue

Mrs. Sarynelly Rojas

Mrs. Sarah Alice Romanello, WC ‘56

Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Ruger

Dr. Wanda Saed

Mrs. Cheryl Satterield, WC ‘80

Mrs. Melanie Jan Sayer, WC ‘81

Ms. Blaine Schultz

Mrs. Loretta J. Scott, WC ‘85

Dr. Latricia Scriven

Mrs. Deann Flythe Scruggs, WC ‘93

Mrs. Jan Serafy, WC ‘50

Mrs. Greer Watkins Shafer, WC ‘73

Mrs. Anne Sharpe, WC ‘69

Ms. Lisa Gurley Shaw

Mrs. Ruth C. Shomo, WC ‘51

Mrs. Melissa L. Short, WC ‘08

Mrs. Jessica Leigh Shrout, WC ‘04

Ms. Sue Sigmon-Nosach

Mrs. Amber Ray Simmons, WC ‘03

Mrs. Carmen Jennifer Simmons, WC ‘90

Ms. LeTrell E. Simpson

Mr. Wendell Sloan

Sarah Rooker
Brenau Scholar Sarah Rooker of Jasper, Ga., a 

graduate of Pickens County High School, plans 

to major in history and political science. She 

is the daughter of Debbie J. Rooker and the 

late Mike Rooker. In high school, Rooker was 

president of the Mock Trial Honor Society, 

vice president of Future Business Leaders of 

America, yearbook editor and business manager, 

and a member of Beta Club. Her long-term 

goal is to go to law school and become a 

hospital administrator. 

Mrs. Theresa V. Sloman, EWC ‘94

Mr. Vernon Smedley

Mr. Johnnie J. Smith Jr.

Mrs. Judy Smith, WC ‘49

Mrs. Lisa Pursley Smith, WC ‘88

Mrs. Tina Carita Smith, WC ‘81

Mrs. Virginia Lanelle Smith, WC ‘59

Dr. Lessie Bailey Smithgall

Mrs. Bettie Spikes, WC ‘53

Mrs. Martha Ann Standera, WC ‘64

Mrs. Lori Ann Stansell, WC ‘84

Dr. Lois E. Stephens, WC ‘39

Mrs. Georgia Marie Stitt, WC ‘76

Mrs. Carrie L. Stone, WC ‘82

Mrs. Jane Cross Stoner, WC ‘66

Mrs. Brittany Green Strickland, WC ‘06

Mrs. Brooke Sumerford, WC ‘71

Dr. and Mrs. John C. Sundstrom

Mrs. Suzanne Swaield, WC ‘68

Ms. Elizabeth Valerie Swaford, WC ‘05

Mrs. Ella Louise Swanson, WC ‘69

Mrs. Sara Elizabeth Sweeney, WC ‘05

Mr. Thomas J. Swendiman, EWC ‘91

Ms. Rena Symmonds, WC ‘57

Mrs. Ruby Taylor, WC ‘82

Mr. and Mrs. George Thomas

Mrs. Kay Thomas, WC ‘61

Mrs. Emily W. Thompson, EWC ‘99

Mrs. Kimberly Ann Thompson, WC ‘92

Mrs. Nancy Elaine Thompson, WC ‘61

Mrs. Eugenie Cecelia Timm, WC ‘46

Mr. and Mrs. Marion N. Todd

Mrs. Glenda Tolbert, WC ‘76

Mrs. Jane Tolleson, WC ‘73

Ms. Nancy Jane Trainer, WC ‘57

Mrs. Patricia Treadwell, WC ‘61

Mrs. Malissa Tubbs, WC ‘45

Mr. James E. Turner, EWC ‘81

Ms. Mafubo Ujeneza, WC ‘09

Mrs. Beville Vertuno, WC ‘61

Mrs. Sonja Waddell, WC ‘69

Mrs. Nelda Jean Walker, WC ‘47

Mrs. Patricia Gail Walker, WC ‘86

Wal-Mart

Mr. and Mrs. W. Terence Walsh

Mrs. Karen Walsh

Mrs. Mary Walters, WC ‘78

Mrs. Shirley Waters, WC ‘50

Mrs. Elizabeth Weaver, WC ‘70

Ms. Lila Weaver

Mr. Danny S. Webb

Dr. Patricia Webster

Mrs. Janet Kay Wehby, WC ‘91

Mr. John Wells

Mrs. Carolyn L. West, WC ‘57

Mrs. Harriett Whitaker, WC ‘88

Mr. and Mrs. Joe C. White

Mrs. Judith White, WC ‘62

Ms. Rhonda L. White

Mrs. Susannah Elsie White, WC ‘81

Mrs. Joan Whitlock, WC ‘68

Mrs. Sarah Katherine Wildey, WC ‘01

Mrs. B. J. Williams, WC ‘82

Mr. Roderick Williams, EWC ‘96

Ms. Lu Ann Williamson

Mrs. Kimberly Adcock Willis

Mrs. Joan Wilson, WC ‘48

Mrs. Rebecca Lee Wilson, WC ‘92

Mrs. Janet Withrow, WC ‘64

Ms. Barbara Elizabeth Wolfe, WC ‘85

Mrs. Valinda Wolf, WC ‘61

Mr. and Mrs. Joe T. Wood Jr.

Mrs. Thea Woodlif, WC ‘50

Mrs. Virginia Worley, WC ‘50

Charlie and Dancy Wynne

Mrs. Christy Young

Gifts Given
in Honor of

Mr. and Mrs. Barschall Andrews

Mr. and Mrs. Danny Askew

Mrs. Barbara Van Ness Bell, A ‘55

Mrs. Mary Jane Boyle

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Burch

Jack and Pat Burd

Chi Omega

Dr. and Mrs. John W. Darden

Mr. and Mrs. Murray David 

Mrs. Dorothy S. Duncan

Mr. W. Dunbar Evans III

Mrs. Sally Davidson Foster

Mrs. Eleanor Maxwell Fowler

Mrs. Emily Jane Hart, WC ‘00

Mr. and Mrs. William House

Ms. Larrie Howell, WC ‘55

Dr. Rudi Kiefer

Ms. Beth Kimsey

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Mitchell

Ms. Mary Ellen Murray

Mrs. Muriel H. Nathan

Mr. Jim Nearing

Mr. and Mrs. Pepe Perron

Dr. and Mrs. Ed Schrader

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Schrage

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Walters 

Mrs. Lee Ann Romberg White ‘82

Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie Whitmire

Mr. and Mrs. Neal Wickham

Gifts Given
in Memory of

Mrs. Ann Thornton Addington

Mrs. Annie Mae Allen

Amy Andrews

Mrs. Ann Baxter Armstrong

Mrs. Elizabeth Black Barrett, WC ‘21

Mrs. Marijyane Ward Beggs, WC ‘86

Ms. C. B. Branham

Mrs. Louise Garrett Bullock

Mrs. Jean Bates Dunagan Cagle

Jackson P. Carter

Mr. Ralph Cleveland

Mrs. Kay Myers Cole

Mrs. Kathie May Farrell

Mrs. Margaret Hill Gaus, WC ‘40

Mrs. Sylvia Hydes Hansell

Mrs. Ann Haralson, WC ‘64

Mrs. Ozzie Herrod

Mr. Charles Hosch

Dr. Frazier C. Jones

Mrs. Clair McCracken Kelly, WC ‘26

Mr. and Mrs. Buford King

Mrs. Helen Ellis Lilly, WC ‘31

Mrs. Ann Merritt Martin, WC ‘60

Mrs. Barbara A. Martin

Mrs. Mildred Martin

Dr. Mickie Mathes

Mrs. Mary Betty McKnight, WC ‘50

Mrs. Jane Walker Milburn 

Mrs. Marquita Nix Moore

Mrs. Gay Mortimer, WC ‘83

Mrs. Barbara Squires Nellis, WC ‘52

Mrs. Dorothy Nesholm

Mrs. Louise Hancock Owens, WC ‘35

Mrs. Lisha Kay Carnes Page, WC ‘81

Mr. George E. Pilgrim III

Mr. Melvin Ramsey

Mrs. Elizabeth Rudolph, WC ‘43

Mrs. Orville Tyler Schaefer

Mrs. Betty Schaupp

Mr. Arthur Cody Southerland

Mrs. Cathy Caver Spradling

Mr. Larry Thomas

Mrs. Nell Wiegand

Amy Walls
Brenau Scholar Amy Walls of Braselton, Ga., 

an honors graduate of Johnson High School, 

is the daughter of Tommy and Cheryl Walls. 

(Mother Cheryl also graduated from Brenau). 

Walls plans to major in education with a 

minor in psychology. In high school Walls 

was a varsity football cheerleader, an Honor 

Thespian, and an oboe and percussion player 

in the marching and symphonic bands. She 

plans to work with children as an educator in 

English and drama.



B
R

E
N

A
U

 W
IN

D
O

W
 F

A
L

L
 
2

0
1

1
F

A
L

L
 
2

0
1

1
  B

R
E

N
A

U
 W

IN
D

O
W

 

1312

ecessary Step
Some gotta dance. Some gotta teach. 
Some – one Brenau grad student in 
particular – gotta do both.

by Howard pousner

WW
hen Kristine necessary loveless was 5 years 

old, she answered a question in one of those 

ill-in-the-blanks “All About Me” books in a 
particularly prescient way. For the what-do-

you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up question, she dictated the 

answer to her mother: “Ballerina and teacher.” 

 Loveless, who is now 29, followed that course. After gradu-

ating from Chattahoochee High School in Johns Creek, she en-

rolled at Georgia State University in 2000, even while knowing 

that her dance career was about to take light. Keeping her en 

point, Atlanta Ballet – after her year as an apprentice – elevated 

her to the professional company. She quickly became one of its 

top dancers. Recent roles included her performances as Kitri in 

John McFall’s Don Quixote; summer pas de deux in James Kudel-

ka’s Four Seasons; Aurora in McFall’s Sleeping Beauty; Sugar Plum 

Fairy, Dew Drop Fairy and Arabian in McFall’s The Nutcracker; 

and the principal woman in Val Caniparoli’s Lambarena. 

 However, seemingly at the top of her game after a stellar, 
decade-long professional career, Loveless did the unthinkable: 
She announced her retirement. 

 So if we consider dancing merely as Act 1 of an already-

accomplished life, the graceful, long-legged, dark-haired, 

blue-eyed Loveless prepares now to leap into Act 2. That is, as 
soon as she completes the student-teaching requirement of her 

Brenau University Master of Arts in Teaching early childhood 

education program. “I had to do the dancing irst,” Loveless 
explains. “I couldn’t exactly start dancing now.”

 The focus Kristine Nicole Necessary placed on her dance 

career after high school compelled her to perform something of 

a retirè from her studies. She proceeded slowly, enrolling one or 

two classes a semester. It took her eight years to complete her 

GSU degree in history, the subject she chose since she couldn’t 

major in education, lacking the open time to student teach 

while adhering to the schedule demands of her dancing. She 

laughs when she recalls the relief of inishing at GSU in 2008. 
“Oh, my God,” she thought, “inally!”

Act II
Her break from academic rigors was a short one. Although 
she was newly married to Matt Loveless, which would have 
been a convenient excuse to take ive, she enrolled that fall as 
a candidate for Brenau’s College of Education graduate degree, 

the M.A.T. is designed for people – many of them career chang-

ers – whose undergraduate studies occurred in non-education 

disciplines and who, as a result, do not have the requisite cre-

dentials for teaching in elementary or high schools. 

 As she worked her way through the master’s curriculum, 

Loveless knew she also was drawing the curtain on dance, even 
as she continued to add substantial roles to her impressive list 

of credits. Even though dancing had been a huge part of her life 

since age 3, she was at peace with the prospect. Still, she had no 

exact time frame in mind for the end of Act 1 and beginning  

of Act 2. 

 Her younger sister, Courtney, who is now 27, led the way. 
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Right: Kristine Necessary with J. Hooper at the Cobb Energy Center.
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tary school teacher, just like her mom had been before 

Kristine and her two younger sisters came along.

 “I always enjoyed being in the classroom,” she says. “I 

liked all my teachers.”

 That comment simpliies the story too much. It 
sounds like she smoothly choreographed this business 

of preparing for one career while starring in another all 

by herself. But her parents, Debbie and Steve Necessary, 

played a big part in the decision-making all along. They 

were especially key in keeping Kristine on track, focused 

on life as opposed to what for many is a leeting, short-
lived career. 

 The parents encouraged development of the dance 

talents of Kristine and the younger siblings, Courtney and 

Abbie. They ferried the three girls between school and 

dance classes, bursting with pride over their skills and 

accomplishments. But they were hardly the stereotypical 

driving, consumed stage parents. 

 “When we would get upset about something that 

would happen at dance, they would say, ‘If it’s bothering 

you that much, then quit,’” Loveless recalls.
 When Kristine and Courtney were in high school and 

already starting to get meaty roles, Debbie and Steve, vice 

president of video strategy and product management for 

Cox Communications, insisted that they couldn’t rehearse 

on Fridays.

 “‘You need to enjoy what regular high school students 

do,’” Loveless remembers her parents telling her. “‘This 
can’t be your whole life.’ We hated it at the time. Now, 

looking back, I’m so glad I did that because I got to home-

coming and the prom, the games. We did normal stuff.” 

 In 2002 as all three of the girls performed in the 

Atlanta Ballet’s annual performance of The Nutcracker 

(Abbie portrayed the young Marya and Kristine danced 

Previously Courtney had followed Kristine’s footsteps – from the 

Atlanta Ballet’s Centre for Dance Education into the professional 

company. But she retired in 2010 to pursue an M.B.A. at Vander-

bilt University in Nashville. When Courtney hung up her pointe 

shoes, Kristine began a somewhat public introspection.

A BIg SurprISe 

“I really began to think about the next step I wanted to take 

too,” she wrote on the ballet’s blog after announcing her im-

minent retirement. “I relected on my dance career and also 
thought about the other things that are important to me. I now 

know I have reached a point where I feel completely satisied 
with my life as a dancer. I love dancing, and I will always be 

passionate about it, but there are so many other things life has 

to offer that I’m passionate about, too.”

 The announcement took the Atlanta dance community by 

surprise. In her prime, Loveless had suffered no serious career-

altering injury. Plenty of good roles had come her way and 

more would come. This was a rising star. After 25 years of hard 

work and accomplishment, who walks away from a secure spot 

in and a bright future with the country’s oldest continuously 

operating dance company?

 Chinese dancer Wei Dongsheng, however, was not surprised 

at all. He had been her partner in her irst non-Nutcracker prin-

cipal role, 2002’s Esmeralda Pas de Deux. Having danced with the 

Atlanta Ballet troupe until he was 38 years old, Dongsheng now 

runs the Atlanta Professional Dance Academy in Johns Creek, 

where Loveless has taught during several summers. 

 “She’s such a smart girl,” says Dongsheng, sounding like 

a proud papa. “She scheduled her career very well. She knew 

how many years she was going to study in college and when she 

would graduate. It’s very, very impressive to me that at such a 

young age she knew exactly what she wanted to do.”

 Loveless, indeed, knew that she wanted to be an elemen-
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Kristine Necessary and Christian Clark in Atlanta Ballet's Cinderella. Pirouetting in the classroom, Kristine now stars in a new role.
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as the adult character), Debbie Necessary explained the 

parenting philosophy. “You can love dance, and that’s great 

because God has given you this talent,” she said in an inter-

view with The Atlanta Journal-Constitution that year. “But it 

can’t be your total focus. It’s not going to last forever.”

 Kristine received a slightly different, albeit a somewhat 

more forceful, elaboration when she announced to her 

parents that she planned to take a year off after high school 

to give undivided attention to her blossoming dance career.

 “My parents said, ‘Uh-uh. You’re going to apply to 

school, and go to school.’ So I remember Dad and me sit-

ting down on Sundays, illing out applications.” Kristine 
wasn’t thrilled, but deep down, she “kind of knew” her 

folks were right. “I know I’m going to want to [go to col-

lege and become a teacher] eventually,” she thought, “so 

just do it.”

 At the time the “career” side of her life fell under pur-

view of her Atlanta Ballet Artistic Director John McFall and 

Centre for Dance Education Dean Sharon Story. Naturally, 

as other young dancers appeared to be throwing all hearts, 

souls and waking moments into their careers, the teenaged 

Kristine worried some about how her professional mentors 

would react to the dictates of her-so-out-of-it parents. How-

ever, in the face of apparent talent, the company made what 

could be called “a Necessary exception.”

DoABle JugglIng
Undergraduate studies at GSU turned out to be a doable 

juggle, “not that much work, comparatively,” Loveless 
recalls, but she made concessions during her eight-year 

educational odyssey, which was more a means to an 

end than an idyllic college experience. She engaged few 

acquaintances and embraced no 

extracurricular activities.

 Likewise, the subsequent 
graduate study at Brenau that 

irst fall jibed quite well with 
her dance schedule. Her one 
four-hour class met on Monday 

evenings. The Midtown Atlanta 

resident could take most of her 

classes at the Norcross campus a 

half-hour away. There were also 

online courses that could fold 

around her work. Only a handful 

required her presence on the 

main campus in Gainesville. 

 Since the early childhood 

education program is small, Love-

less shared classes with familiar, 

friendly faces. She calls so little 

attention to herself that most 

classmates had not a clue they had 

a prima ballerina in their midst.  

“Brenau is more work than 

Georgia State, for sure,” she says. 

“But I enjoyed it more because 

[education is] also what I’m most 

interested in.”

 Being able to study long and 

hard on Mondays, when she was off from the ballet and 

her husband was at work project managing for a construc-

tion company, helped make her master’s manageable.

 “The only times it got dificult were when we were ac-

tually performing,” she says. “That Monday after doing two 

shows on Sunday, I was just completely drained. I probably 

fell asleep multiple times while trying to study.”

 Loveless laughs about that now, but it gets at a hidden 
truth about ballet dancers, particularly Atlanta Ballet com-

pany members: They are perfectionists and push them-

selves hard, beyond any prodding from supportive Artistic 

Director McFall.

 “I’m never happy with what I do, ever, even when 

people say, ‘Great job, great show.’“ Loveless admitted in 

February as she prepared for her inal starring role, as Prin-

cess Aurora in The Sleeping Beauty. “As I’ve gotten older, 

I’ve learned to not get upset about it. Still, the expectations 

rise and rise.”

 The interview before a rehearsal at Atlanta Ballet’s 

new Westside studios, a fashionable makeover of a former 

appliance manufacturing plant, also included the more 

“seasoned” fellow ballerina Christine Winkler, with whom 

Loveless shared a dozen roles and some sweet common 
experiences during the past decade. “Every dancer is just 

so self-critical,” Winkler added in this conversational pas 

de deux. “But that’s part of a good work ethic. It’s part of 

the process of pushing yourself.”

A FIrSt leAp
As a 15-year-old dance school student with a noggin full 

of ballerina dreams, Loveless occasionally penned gush-

ing, adulatory notes, illustrated with the teen’s lowery 
drawings, to her favorite Atlanta Ballet dancer, who just 

so happened to be Christine Winkler. The notes contained 

such sentiments as “You’re so beautiful. I hope one day 

I can be like you.” The lattered Winkler encouraged her 
young disciple. “I kept telling her, ‘You wait. One day you’ll 

be better than me.’” Winkler recalled.

 That proved to be somewhat prophetic. In 2001 Love-

less became one of the irst – and one of the few – Atlanta 
Ballet Centre for Dance Education grads to make the leap 

to the professional company, essentially evolving into her 

idol’s peer.

 “Kristine has had two loves all of her life, and she’s kind 

of fulilled this one,” said Winkler, who in her late 30s is still 
dancing. “I don’t want her to go, but I know that she’s ready, 

and she is making the right decision for herself.”

 During that February conversation, Loveless afirmed 
not only that she was completely comfortable with her 

decision, but also that she felt something rare in a career: 

utter contentment, even a sense of completion. 

 “Every classical role that I’ve wanted to do as a ballet 

dancer, I’ve done,” she said. “I feel completely satisied 
with that.”

 Still one wondered whether she really was trying to 

persuade herself. 

 Flash forward eight months. Much has changed. Love-

less has completed her Brenau classroom work. With the 

Atlanta Ballet 2011-12 season in high gear and its signature 

performance of The Nutcracker imminent, the former 

ballerina paces through practice teaching steps at Morris 

Brandon Elementary in Buckhead. And in a bigger de-

velopment, she’s pregnant with her and Matt’s irst child. 
She found out she was expecting a son right after her inal 
season ended. Indeed, such major, life-altering, happy 

developments offer much to look forward to. However, no 
one could blame her if she missed her irst love, dance.
 “Of course, I’ve missed it,” Loveless admits now. 
“I’ve missed the people a lot. It’s worse when you watch 

something and think, ‘Oh, I can still do that.’ Now, being 

pregnant, there’s no way I could be doing that right now.”

A DIFFerent ‘StAge FrIght’
Although Loveless is accustomed to performing in audi-
toriums and theaters full of people, some of them very 

knowledgeable about the art and her practice of it, her 

real “stage fright” occurred on the irst day that she stood 
in front of a class, not knowing what to expect or how the 

students would react. But they’ve responded well as she’s 

continued to add subjects and build time in front of them.

 Her new anxiety differs signiicantly from that she felt 
as a dancer.

 “I know there’s the real teacher there and, if I mess 

up, I can always correct it,” she says. “Onstage you don’t 

have that. You’re alone, and you can’t make up for it.”

 Loveless expects her child in late January. She plans to 
begin teaching full-time in fall 2012. She’s excited at both 

prospects, together making a life very different than the 

one she lived for her irst 28 years.
 Perhaps surprisingly Atlanta Ballet Artistic Director 

McFall fully supported her decision to give up one of the 

ballet’s 20 coveted company positions. He predicts that 
she will be as big a success in front of demanding students 

as she was in front of discerning Fox Theatre and Cobb 

Energy Performing Arts Center audiences.

 “Kristi will teach them to listen, to enjoy learning,” 

McFall says, “and to apply themselves in a manner that 

will illustrate to them they can become whatever they 

desire to be.” 

 Or, if they’re anything like Kristine Necessary Love-

less, whatever two things they desire to be.

“Kristi will teach them to listen, 
to enjoy learning, and to apply 

themselves in a manner that will 
illustrate to them they can become 

whatever they desire to be.” 
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Kristine with second grade teacher Tangie Byrd.
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or more than three decades the Georgia Mountains 

Center in Gainesville has hosted every kind of event you 

can imagine, ranging from concerts to family parties 

to home shows to kickboxing to gun and knife shows 

to jumping Austrian stallions to Brenau University commence-

ment exercises. However, with operations running in the red for 
the public-owned facility featuring a 2,500-seat arena, theater, 

meeting rooms and other assets, Gainesville city leaders sought 

proposals from a wide array of sources about how to put the con-

vention, trade show and entertainment venue back in the black. 

 The only idea that caught anybody’s attention came from an 

unlikely source: Brenau University. Long frustrated by unsuit-
able locales to expand the Gainesville campus toward the heart 

of the city around the town square, Brenau proposed converting 

the Mountains Center into a home base for graduate studies 

programs, particularly those involved in professional preparation 

for fast-growing health care services careers like occupational 

therapy and nursing.  

 For many civic and political leaders, the idea made perfect 

“why-didn’t-we-think-of-this-earlier” sense. In early September 

the city council and the university signed a memorandum of 

understanding that gave Brenau the opportunity to evaluate a 

long-term arrangement for the university to lease the Georgia 

Mountains Center as part of its expansion plans. “This idea 

truly is in the best interests of both the university and the city of 

Gainesville,” said Brenau President Ed L. Schrader. “Brenau has 
some ambitious growth plans over the next two decades with no 

place in the Gainesville area to accommodate the growth. The 

city has the place, but it has become a inancial drain.” 

 Although the idea has received very little negative reaction, 

it is still just an idea. The agreement effectively took discus-

sions about other uses for the Mountains Center off the table 

in Gainesville’s city government until Brenau had time to do a 

detailed feasibility study about whether it could make the idea 

work. A key issue is whether the university can expand its exist-

ing offerings in health care by adding degrees in programs like 

physical therapy, pharmacy or other health sciences it does not 

currently offer. 

 But Schrader says the numbers work in the university’s 

favor. Brenau currently enrolls more than 2,800 students, more 

than 1,000 of whom are in graduate programs. About 40.4 

percent of the graduate students are enrolled in health-related 

master’s degree programs: nursing, occupational therapy, clinical 

psychology, physician assistant, applied gerontology and health 

services administration, and combined they represent the fastest-

growing segment of all Brenau academic programs. Likewise, 
critical shortages of health care professionals in many disci-

plines exist now in north Georgia and elsewhere, many of the 

health care professions have been highly rated as ideal, virtually 

recession-proof career choices. Among the CNN-Money listings 

of the 100 best career choices for salary and employability, health 

care professions represented more than one fourth of the total. 

Of the top ive, Brenau already prepares students for the No. 2 
profession, physician assistant, and is considering preparation for 

the No. 4 profession, physical therapy.  

 Although the Mountain Center is not contiguous to Brenau’s 

Gainesville campus, the university already has established that its 

programs can work in that sort of setting. Four years ago Brenau 

opened what’s known as “Brenau East,” leased space in Feather-

bone Communiversity. That location, about a mile from the main 

campus, now operates successfully as the home for the schools 

of nursing and occupational therapy, dance studios and other 

Brenau programs.  

 Schrader says he anticipates making a recommendation 

about the use of the Mountains Center at the spring meeting of 

the university’s board of trustees. 

Brenau builds a ‘healthy footprint’ in Gainesville
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Growth gives OT, Nursing ‘school’ 
naming rights
With careers in health care professions roundly diagnosed as 

both rewarding and veritably recession-proof, Brenau sees more 

students opting for majors and graduate degrees in those fields. 

With the growth in both headcount and prestige for producing 

well-trained professionals, Brenau this year officially upgraded 

two of its academic departments to the School of Nursing and the 

School of Occupational Therapy.

 “When I came to Brenau in 2002, there were only 125 stu-

dents in these fields,” said Dr. Gale Starich, dean of the Sidney 

O. Smith Jr. Graduate School and College of Health & Science. 

“Now we have 720 in two of the fastest-growing programs at the 

university.” With both ensconced at new, state-of-the-art digs at 

the Brenau East campus in Gainesville and facilities upgraded and 

prepped for growth at campuses in Norcross and Fairburn, the 

numbers will only grow higher. Brenau added a Doctor of Nursing 

Practice degree this fall and, barring unforeseen circumstances, 

will seat the first class in an OT doctorate in 2012. With the change 

Dr. Keeta Wilborn, nursing chair, and Dr. Barbara Schell, chair of 

OT, advance to become associate deans in the College of Health 

& Science.

 Starich says the change means more than just reprinting 

departmental stationery. School status dovetails better academi-

cally with Brenau’s plan to grow dramatically in graduate-level 

programs. The 2,819 official fall enrollment high-water mark for 

Brenau includes, for the first time, more than 1,000 graduate 

students, about 40 percent of whom are in health professions 

preparation. The long-term plan for 5,000 students includes about 

50 percent in graduate school programs.

Leading legacies
Domeca Taylor Fillingame and Amanda Miller Taylor became 

fast friends when they met as Brenau freshman roommates, both 

intent on careers in occupational therapy. In 1999, as Women’s 

College seniors facing graduate school expenses, they decided 

on a meaningful way to stay in touch. They each pledged $500 

a year toward establishing the endowed Taylor-Miller Award, a 

$1,000 scholarship for Women’s College students who elect to 

pursue occupational therapy in graduate school. Friends, family, 

and OT faculty members since have contributed to the fund. Brit-

tany Fox, a women’s college student from North Canton, Ohio, 

was awarded the scholarship for the 2011 academic year.

 Sara Brayman, long-time chair of Brenau’s OT program, one 

of the first in the nation to require a year of graduate study for 

the degree, also knew well one of the realities of higher edu-

cation at Brenau: Although a number of scholarships exist for 

undergraduates, financial aid for graduate study has been limited. 

Brayman, on her 2010 retirement, established the Dr. Sara J. Bray-

man Occupational Therapy Scholarship. Its first recipient, honored 

this academic year, is Sandi Cierra Brown of Stockbridge, Ga. 

 Barbara Schell, associate dean for the School of Occupation-

al Therapy, says graduate programs like the imminent occupation-

al therapy doctorate will require additional funding for scholarship 

and research “if we’re going to compete successfully with other 

programs around the country.” 

As an undergraduate, OT graduate scholarship recipient Brittany Fox always was a 
stand-out student on campus – in every respect.

R
u
d

i K
ie

fe
r



B
R

E
N

A
U

 W
IN

D
O

W
 F

A
L

L
 
2

0
1

1

20

An ‘Ideal’ Trustee
“THE BRENAU IDEAL IS CLOSE TO MY HEART for so 

many reasons,” she says. “It’s a timeless guide for living, 

to be ‘vigorous in mind’ and ‘serenely confident of the 

limitless reaches of human endeavor.’”

 Plus, it was written by her grandfather, Dr. H.J. 

Pearce, the 50-year president of the women’s college 

who coined the name “Brenau.” 

 Lawson, who joined the Board of Trustees this 

year and attended her first meeting in November, 

claims many ties to the university. Her mother, aunt and 

grandmother all graduated from the Women’s College. 

Lawson, feeling the need to “do something on her 

own,” attended Stephens College, a private women’s 

institution in Missouri, and the University of Georgia 

before returning to Gainesville and embarking on a 

career in public service.

 Lawson is married to Bobby Lawson, who served in 

the Georgia House of Representatives from 1978 to 1994. 

She was one of the first three women in Hall County to 

earn a real estate license and among the first to join the 

Kiwanis Club. The Girl Scouts of North Georgia have 

named her a “Gainesville Woman of Distinction.”

 Over time, Lawson says, she has realized Brenau’s 

ever-growing importance in the civic life of north 

Georgia. ”My grandfather loved bringing international 

students here, and I’m especially excited to see such 

diversity in the international community of students,” she 

says. “Brenau enriches this community in so many ways, 

including bringing high-caliber students from all over the 

world, who often end up making this area their home.”

  Since retiring from public life, Lawson has 

been witnessing, firsthand, campus evolution as an 

enthusiastic participant in BULLI (Brenau University 

Learning and Leisure Institute). She currently is taking a 

class on social media.

 “Many institutions tend to remain stuck in the past, 

but Brenau keeps adapting and stepping boldly into the 

future, offering a wonderful base of arts and culture, a 

growing program for the sciences and health care, and 

an expanding athletic program on top of all that,” she 

says. “Brenau makes Gainesville a desirable destination, 

not just for students but for everyone.”  

B
y the time Brenau’s institutional research director 

Robert Cuttino crunched the inal numbers for the 
annual report he has to ile with the U.S. Department 
of Education, Brenau University had set a new record 

for overall enrollment at 2,819 students as well as new high-water 

marks for enrollment in graduate studies and online programs. The 

record includes for the irst time more than a thousand graduate 
students in various university programs, including the 15 students 

in its irst doctoral program – candidates for the Doctor of Nursing 
Practice degree. It also includes 507 students in both undergraduate 

and graduate school programs who take all their courses from the 

university through its fast-growing online academic programs. That 

group is among the 1,379 students at Brenau who are taking at least 

one course online during the fall semester.

 Enrollments for the residential Women’s College are at 864 this 

year – a slight decline from last year’s 895, which university oficials 
attribute in part to lingering uncertainties about the U.S. and global 

economy. However, total enrollment of nonresidential undergraduate 
students on the Gainesville campus partially offsets that decline. The 

total “oficial” university enrollment last year was 2,769 students. 
Brenau Women’s College hit its peak of 926 students enrolled in 

2007-08. 

 Although enrollments luctuate throughout the academic year, 
historically increasing slightly during spring term, the university 

uses month-end October enrollments as the “oficial” number that it 
reports to the U.S. Department of Education’s statistical branch. 

 “These numbers are absolutely indicative of where the university 

is going,” Brenau President Ed Schrader reported to the Brenau 

University Board of Trustees during its meeting on the Brenau 

campus in early November. The numbers, Schrader said, track 

projections in the Brenau 2025 strategic plan, which aims to double 

enrollment at the university to about 5,000 students primarily 

through growth in online programs and graduate studies. Brenau’s 

fully accredited online program, which has six undergraduate and 

10 graduate degree tracks, has grown by 265 percent in the past 

seven years. 

 Brenau also maintains coeducational programs at Georgia 

campuses in Augusta, Kings Bay, North Atlanta/Norcross, and South 

Atlanta/Fairburn – all of which posted enrollment increases. Brenau’s 

strategic plan envisions that Women’s College enrollments by 2025 

will have leveled at between 900 and 1,000 students, about 20 

percent of the total. 

 Schrader attributed the online enrollment surge to economic 

trends that affect people in their 30s and 40s and older who return to 

academia to burnish their credentials for an increasingly competitive 

job market. Since many of those students are already working, trying 

to it improving their educations into busy careers and personal lives, 
studying online is an extremely attractive option. However, for those 
who enroll for programs on campuses, online course availability 

provides additional course scheduling lexibility. Many students 
enrolled in the Women’s College, for example, take some of their 

courses online.

 The Brenau 2025 plan envisions a wide array of choices for 

prospective students, including the single-gender residential college 

experience. “What we have done in the past few years,” Schrader 

says, “is to remove the hurdles between educational platforms.” 

Broader educational platform choices push enrollment to a new high

Emily Dunlap Lawson, better known as “Sissy,” has recited 

the “Brenau Ideal” from memory and quoted it in speeches 
during her long career in politics, starting with her role as the 

irst woman on the Gainesville City Council and her election 
as the city’s irst female mayor in 1992. 

This ‘Greenhouse  
Effect’ helps the planet
BRENAU’S GREEN THUMBS soon will have a fertile, year-round 

laboratory for their intensive biological research, thanks to the 

generosity of supporters Arthur Bilyeu and his wife, Pamela Bilyeu. 

The couple donated $10,000 toward The Dr. Arthur and Pamela 

Bilyeu Bioscience Greenhouse in loving memory of their daughter, 

Shannon McCoy, who died of cancer at age 34. Dr. Bilyeu is a re-

tired investment representative for Edward Jones and Company, 

and his wife serves on Brenau’s Board of Advisers. Both have been 

active in the arts and community affairs of northeast Georgia. 

 The greenhouse fittingly plants its roots near Smithgall Lane 

on the Gainesville campus at the edge of the campus’ historic 

bamboo forest, which dates to the 1920s. The new facility will 

strengthen the university’s acclaimed Endangered Plant Pro-

gram (see “Brenau’s Butterfly Effect,” Brenau Window, Summer 

2011 at www.brenau.edu/brenaumagazine), which is working to 

protect and sustain several species of threatened botanicals on 

Georgia’s list of 30 critically endangered plants.

Brenau gains academic workplace 

‘Top 10’ national status

NOT ONLY DO STUDENTS GENERALLY enjoy life at Brenau, but 

apparently faculty and staff do, too, according to the university’s 

”Honor Roll” status in The Chronicle of Higher Education's 2011 

“Great Colleges to Work For” rankings. Among Georgia col-

leges and universities, only Brenau and Georgia Tech made the 

honor roll – the Top 30 universities and four-year colleges, (10 in 

each category for small, medium and large institutions), among 

310 surveyed. Brenau earned “highest distinction” marks in 

six of the 12 categories surveyed – collaborative governance; 

professional and career development programs; teaching 

environment; confidence in senior leadership; relationships with 

supervisors and faculty chairs; and respect and appreciation 

for employees. Brenau President Ed Schrader attributes the 

showing to one factor: “The university values and appreciates 

the commitment and collegial input from all of its employees 

because all of us throughout the Brenau community of profes-

sionals believe that we are, individually and collectively, vitally 

important to carrying out the university’s mission.”
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Roger West, from Buford, Ga., typiies the trend in Brenau enrollments. West completed bachelor’s, master’s and education specialist degrees at Brenau. Now the 26-year veteran educator, whose 
wife, June, is also an alum, teaches in elementary school and coaches high school swimming and tennis. Jasmine Dickerson, however, is taking a more traditional route. The Women’s College 
junior from Birmingham, Ala., a member of Alpha Chi Omega, majors in music and legal studies.
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1950s 
Mignon Franklin Ballard, WC ’56, 
in Fort Mill, S.C., looks forward to 
the publication of her 18th novel, 
scheduled for November from 
St. Martin’s Press. Miss Dimple 
Rallies to The Cause is the second 
book in her new mystery series. 
She invites you to visit her website 
at www.mignonballard.com.

Shirley Atkins Mize, WC ’57, 
lives in Houston, Texas, where 
she has retired after a 20-year 
stint as a research assistant at 
the University of Texas and, for 
a short time, for the Human 
Genome Sequencing Center 
at Baylor University School of 
Medicine in Houston. Mize 
majored in home economics 
at Brenau but says now, given 
her career arc, that she wishes 
she had done a little more in 
science and music in student days 
although she did put her degree 
to good work in her first career as 
a homemaker. Mize has attended 
some Brenau reunions in Texas 
and Gainesville over the years 
and plans to return to Gainesville 
for the 2013 gathering.

1980s

1970s 
Margaret Gilchrist Serrato, WC 
’77, is a workplace strategist for 
Herman Miller in Atlanta. She is 
busy travelling all over the United 
States and talking to clients 
about the future of work.

1990s 
Dennis J. Hancock, EWC ’90, 
has been elected to his sixth 
term as mayor of Fenton, Mo. 
He is married with three adult 
children and two grandchildren,  
and he is a site director for Jones 
Lang LaSalle Americas. He has 
undergraduate degrees from 
the University of Missouri, St. 
Louis, and an M.B.A from Brenau. 
Hancock also serves as chair 
of the St. Clare Health Center 
Community Advisory Board.

Laura G. Sarsfield, WC ’90, of 
Buford, Ga., has been appointed 

by Gov. Nathan Deal to the 
Georgia Commission on Hearing 
Impaired and Deaf Persons. 
Sarsfield is a homemaker, 
former nurse and mentor for 
the Bionic Ear Association 
at Advanced Bionics. She is 
a member of the Universal 
Newborn Hearing Screening 
and Intervention Stakeholders 
Committee. Sarsfield is also 
a member of the core team 
for the National Initiative for 
Children’s Healthcare Quality 
for Universal Newborn Hearing 
Screening and Intervention for 
Georgia. She serves as the parent 

representative for the Georgia 
Commission on Hearing Impaired 
and Deaf Persons. Sarsfield 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
genetics from the University of 
Georgia and a bachelor’s degree 
in nursing from Brenau. She and 
her husband, Michael, have three 
children, two of whom have 
hearing loss and use bilateral 
cochlear implants. 

Beth Hall, WC ’95, has been 
named Builder Representative 
for Coldwell Banker Advantage 
New Homes at the Avondale 
development in Wake Forest, 
N.C. The Raleigh, N.C., native has 
worked in property management 
and new home sales since she 
graduated from Brenau. 

John L. Geib, EWC ’96,  of 
Watkinsville, Ga., has been 
named North America team 
materials manager for the 
door manufacturer Albany 
Door Systems, based in 
Lawrenceville, Ga. In his new role 
he is responsible for all industrial 
door procurement activities 
including supplier selection and 
qualification, competitive pricing, 
material quality, and inventory 
control and reduction. 

Christie Samojedny, EWC ’96, 
of Palatine, Ill., is serving this 
year as principal at Stuart R. 
Paddock School in the Chicago 
area’s Community Consolidated 
School District 15. She has been 
principal of Lincoln School in 
the district for four years after 
serving as a third-, fourth-, and 
fifth-grade teacher at Virginia 
Lake School for eight years.  

Rebecca Barnett Yoder, WC ’97, 
graduated from Furman University 
this year with a Master of Arts in 
education with a concentration in 
administration and supervision. 
She works with the Library of 
Congress as a teacher mentor. 
She was selected to be on the 
South Carolina Junior Book Award 

Committee. Rebecca lives in 
Anderson, S.C., with her husband 
and 2-year-old son.

2000s 
Rachel Roe, WC ’03, of Raleigh, 
N.C., recently accepted a position 
with Ford Motor Company. She 
worked for General Motors since 
2007, most recently in its Cadillac 
division. Ford will relocate her to 
Charlotte, N.C., in April 2012. 

Kelly Foss, WC ’06, accepted an 
occupational therapy position 
at Gwinnet Sports Rehab, an 
affiliate of Gwinnett Medical 
Center. Kelly will be focusing on 
upper extremity and hand trauma 
rehabilitation, which has been a 
career goal for her.

Ann Wisniewski, EWC ’98, 
is president of the American 
Society of Interior Designers 
Georgia Chapter. Ann became 
active with the student chapter 
of ASID while at Brenau. 
She served as the student 
representative to the board in 
her senior year.

Cheryl Gray, WC ’92, and John Ferguson married March 31 in 
Antigua. Gray’s Zeta Tau Alpha sorority sisters Kim McCoy, WC ’92, 
and Melissa Shepherd Browher, WC ’93, attended a reception for 
her on April 30. Gray and her new husband reside in Gainesville, Ga.

Cecilie Lilletvedt Goodman, WC ’98, Jonas, and big sister Nora 
Caroline welcomed Annika Lovie on March 31. Cecilie and her family 
live in Atlanta. 

Gale Buckner, EWC’87, of 
Chatsworth, Ga., has been 
appointed to the Murray County 
Hospital Authority Board of 
Directors. She has been a 
member of the Georgia Board of 
Pardons and Paroles since 2005. 

Rachel Ewing Chambers, WC 
’00, of Flowery Branch, Ga., 
and her husband Joseph, 
welcomed their first child, 
David Joseph, on Aug. 3.

Sharon Cook, O ’02, from 
Suwanee, Ga., has been 
promoted to vice president 
and director of corporate 
communications at the Federal 
Home Loan Bank of Atlanta. 
Cook, who has been with FHL 
since 2008, oversees marketing, 
public and media relations, 
shareholder relations and 
stakeholder communications. 
She also serves on the 
marketing committee for the 
Partnership Against Domestic 
Violence in Atlanta, and on the 
communications committee 
for the National Housing 
Conference in Washington, D.C.

Melissa Corral, WC ’03, has 
joined the Board of Directors 
of the American Academy 
of Professional Coders after 
serving several years as an 
officer at her local chapter 
in Gainesville, Ga. You can 
contact her at melissa.corral@
aapcca.org.
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Nancy L. Fowler, WC ’09, works 
as an admissions adviser and 
instructor for Brenau School of 
Occupational Therapy. She also 
provides OT services to patients 
in a skilled nursing facility and to 
domestic violence survivors.

Rhonda Patjens, WC ’04, 
married Luke Francis on May 14 
in Charleston, S.C. Bridesmaids 
included Alpha Delta Pi sisters 
Stefanie Diaz Sheehan, WC 
’05, Alicia Pendleton Harris, 
WC’04, and Paula Ogletree, 
WC ’03. The couple lives in 
Roswell, Ga.

Alicia Jones, WC ’05, and 
Terrence Hicks announce the 
birth of their first child Charley 
Olivia Hicks on March 29. She 
weighed 6 pounds, 13 ounces 
and was 19.5 inches long. In 
what proved to be a busy 
spring, Alicia also received 
an M.B.A. in marketing from 
American Intercontinental 
University in Dunwoody in May. 
She plans to enroll in a doctoral 
program through Walden 
University this fall.

Tammy A. Thompson, WC ’06 is 
the program director for the new 
occupational therapy assistant 
program at Crowder College in 
Missouri. The program will enroll 
its first class in June.

Lindsey Austin Brown, WC ’09, 
received a Master of Science 
degree in physician assistant 
studies from Philadelphia 
College of Osteopathic 
Medicine on July 29.

Rebecca Cantrell, WC ’04, 
married Tim Hanik on April 2 in 
Lilburn, Ga. The couple lives in 
Snellville, Ga.

April Johnson, WC ’09, married 
Nathan Karn on June 11, in 
Dalton, Ga. The couple lives in 
Duluth, Ga.

Christi Dodson, WC ‘11, married 
Jarred Opstad in February in 
Charleston, S.C. The couple 
lives in Loganville, Ga., with their 
three dogs and two cats. Christi 
is currently the office manager 
and head veterinary technician 
for Animal Medical Center of 
Monroe.

Please send us high resolution 

photos and news about your 

career, family or other events for 

publication in the Class Notes 

section of Brenau Window. Email 

your news to: Jenny Dell, Direc-

tor of Alumni Relations at jdell@

brenau.edu, call 770-534-6164 

or go to http://alum.brenau.edu/

classnotes.

News about you!

Upcoming 
Events
Monday, Nov. 28, 7:30 p.m.

Holiday Concert

John S. Burd Center for the Performing 

Arts, Hosch Theatre. Brenau University’s 

Spectrum Singers and Vocal Chamber 

Ensemble will perform a program of 

holiday choral music for all ages. Free 

and open to the public. For information 

call 770.538.4764 or visit www.brenau.

edu/music. 

Thursday, Dec. 1, 4 p.m.

BULLI Winter Registration 

for Jan. 9 - Feb. 25 term

Brenau University Learning and Leisure 

Institute. Extended registration week-

days through Dec. 7, 9 a.m-4 p.m. at 406 

Academy St.  

Friday, Dec. 2 to Sunday, Dec. 4

The Nutcracker

Brenau University’s Pearce Auditorium. 

Enter a world of magic as a little girl 

takes you through an enchanted forest 

of snowlakes into a land of sweets and 

dreams. Don’t miss this holiday tradition! 

Call 770.532.4241, or visit www.gaines-

villeballet.org for more information and 

tickets.

Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7:30 p.m. 

The John Berry Christmas Concert to 

benefit Challenged Child

Brenau University’s Pearce Auditorium. 

Challenged Child presents a holiday 

favorite. For more info call 770.535.8372 

or visit www.challengedchild.org.

Sunday, Dec. 11, 1 - 4 p.m.

Family Day

Northeast Georgia History Center. 

Christmas Traditions. Free photos 

with Santa Claus; family activities and 

Christmas crafts. Performance by Enota 

Show Choir. Free and open to the 

public. Call 770.297.5900 or visit www.

negahc.org.

Although she unabashedly admits to being one of those through-and-through 

Georgia Bulldogs, Jenny Dell’s canine of choice is the basset. In fact Brenau’s 

new alumni affairs director and her husband, Clay, have a pair of them – Mari-

gold and Leonard, shown with Jenny in the photo. Dell moves to Brenau from 

Knoxville, Tenn., where she was director of communications and alumni rela-

tions for Christian Academy of Knoxville, marketing director and Webmaster 

for Legend Fitness, a com-

mercial strength equip-

ment manufacturer, and 

communications director 

for West Park Presbyterian 

Church. But she was also 

founder and president of 

the University of Georgia 

alumni club in the area, 

which she helped to grow 

to more than 500 mem-

bers. The suburban Atlanta 

native is a 2002 graduate 

of UGA’s Grady School of 

Journalism who has spent 

the past seven years in 

marketing, graphic design, 

advertising and public rela-

tions roles – all of which 

will serve her well in the 

new Brenau job, says Matt 

Thomas, vice president for 

external relations. 

 Dell replaces Natalie 

Walker, who moved to a 

new vacancy as develop-

ment director for the 

university, responsible for 

myriad fundraising activities. Walker’s background includs extensive experi-

ence in both alumni affairs and development. So with Brenau involved in major 

development initiatives, says Thomas, who oversees both alumni affairs and 

development, she was a natural for the open position. “Actually Jenny was a 

finalist for the alumni post when we hired Natalie six months ago,” Thomas 

says. “We thought then that we would love to combine their very complemen-

tary skill sets, and fortunately, when the alumni post opened again, and Jenny 

agreed to take it, we’re now able to do just that.” 

 “I have found my passion in working with alumni,” Dell says. “I really 

feel drawn to the post-graduation experience – to be part of who alumni are as 

well as a part of what made them who they are.”

Complementary skills: new alumni 
and development directors
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o n e  F O R  T H E  b o o K s

O
nce a month Brenau University trustee Jim 

Walters meets Ed Schrader, the university’s 

president, for a lunch of salmon, wild rice, 

broccoli, roll and strawberry short cake. The 

menu never varies.

 “It’s what we had the irst time, and it was good, so we 
had it again the second time,” Walters explains. “He likes it; I 
like it. Why change?” After about the fourth or ifth lunch, the 
pattern evolved into tradition. Although the non-varying menu 

smacks a bit of ballplayers’ wearing the same socks during a 

hitting streak, it also illustrates Walters’ belief in “if-it-ain’t-

broke-don’t-ix-it” simplicity. Likewise, if you’ve scheduled 
an hour-long meeting with Walters, but said what you had to 

say in the irst ive minutes, it’s time to adjourn. One suspects 
that the 14th-century Franciscan friar William d’Ockham 

presciently had Walters in mind when he created his famous 

“razor” that, absent a wealth of evidence to prove a theory, the 

simplest solution probably is best. 

 The monthly lunch meetings tend to have one thing on 

the agenda: brainstorming sessions that Walters calls “our 

scheming,” discussions of ideas for beneitting Brenau. A 
recent lunch “scheme” germinated following news that the 

City of Gainesville needed a way to stop losing money on the 

city-owned facility, the Georgia Mountains Center. Brenau had 

been shopping unsuccessfully for suitable expansion locations 

close to the town square. It did not take long for the two to 

connect realistic dots into a clear picture that would beneit 
both the city and the university.

 “It was such a great idea that I did not think anyone would 

be opposed,” says Walters, who after the lunch with Schrader 

went immediately to work to help bring the idea to fruition. 

Just a few weeks later, the city council voted unanimously to 

grant Brenau exclusive rights and time to develop the grand 

Walters-Schrader scheme. If all goes well in the ongoing 

studies and redevelopment design, trustees in March will 

vote on whether the Mountains Center will be the home for 

Brenau’s health care careers graduate programs. 

 James A. “Jim” Walters, president of Walters Management 

Co. in Gainesville, Ga., grew up in Matthews, N.C., a Charlotte 

suburb. He dropped out of North Carolina State University 
after a couple of years to take a job as a methods engineer. A 

maverick even then, he never subscribed to the procedures 

for lengthy studies and mathematical calculations followed by 

the degreed, white-shirt-and-tie engineers in the irm. Instead 
he asked the blue-collar guys who would do the work how to 

solve the problem. “It took me about ive minutes to do a job it 
took the others a week to do,” he says.  

 But Walters eyed another industry. Consumer loan 

companies were giving banks, well, a run for their money 

and Walters jumped in. He moved to Gainesville in the early 
1970s. In 1979 he launched his own business with one store-

front loan ofice in Statesboro, Ga. Now his company has 
110 branches in three states, off-shore industry insurance 

operations and substantial real estate interests.

 Walters has repaid for his success through a wide range 

of community philanthropies and public service, including a 

long term on the board of the Georgia Department of Natural 

Resources, which he also chaired for a number of years.  

 Since he has been one of the university’s leading 

benefactors (the ofices for this magazine are located in 
Walters House), Brenau has awarded him an honorary 
doctorate as well as its Distinguished Service to Brenau 

award. The Walters’ largesse has signiicantly affected other 
institutions in the community, including the hospital, the Boys 

& Girls Club and the Hall County YMCA. 
 However, it was not so much for his inancial support 
that Brenau honors Walters as for other contributions. “He 
has always been selless with his time and personal energy,” 
says Schrader. “He will kick around ideas with you, but he’s 
a straight shooter. He will quickly tell you whether he thinks 
something is realistic. Institutions love having him on their 

boards because he works at it. Simply put, it’s great to have Jim 

Walters on your side.”

 Pass the salmon, please.                – David Morrison

     

WALTERS’ RAZOR

Margaret Hill Gaus, WC ’40, of Chevy Chase, Md., died April 21.

Norma Anderson Barnett, WC ’47, Atlanta, died July 5.

Margaret Fearrington Baumann, WC ’46, Newport Beach, Calif., died Aug. 1.

Maxine Bullock, WC ’45, Cleveland, Ga., died Aug. 16.

Pamela Roberts Churchill, WC ’80, Gainesville, Fla., died Feb. 18, 2008.

Florence Novinger Davis, WC ‘26, Jacksonville, Fla., died Sept. 20.

Jane Butt Franks, WC ’79, Gainesville, Ga., died Aug. 13, 2010.

Harry Glass, EWC ’84, Martinez, Ga., died May 3, 2009.

Paula Nivens Hardy, WC ’61, Commerce, Ga., died Aug. 7.

Ozzie Pope Herrod, WC ’39, Tuscaloosa, Ala., died June 16.

Evelyn Hardman Hill, WC ’42, Griffin, Ga., died March 22, 2007.

Lois Jean Miller, WC ’71, Tampa, Fla., died July 24, 2010.

Ida Fay Corban Phillips, WC ’48, Foley, Ala., died Oct. 10, 2008.

Ann Sharp Pilgrim, WC ’72, Gainesville, Ga., died April 23.

Frances Benjamin Pittman, WC ’45, Mayfield, Ky., died Nov. 30, 2007.

Patricia Eddy Ruark, A ’63, Wilmington, N.C., died June 23.

Robert Lee Ruble, EWC ’83, Wylie, Texas, died April 26.

Gloria H. Smith, EWC ’90, Royston, Ga., died Oct. 16, 2008.

In Memory

gwen Brown MunDy

dr. Gwen brown Mundy, WC ’49, a long-time 

Brenau trustee and respected educator, died 

Sept. 8 in Gainesville, Ga., after a long illness. 

She was 82. Ed Schrader, president of Brenau 

University, said in a statement that “Gwen 

Mundy was a dedicated professional educator 

with a passion for teaching well. She leaves an 

enduring legacy for future generations.” Judge 

Sidney O. Smith Jr., who served on the Board of 

Trustees with Mundy since her appointment in 

1992, said Mundy was “an asset to Brenau and 

an asset to the community. She knew a lot about 

education and that’s what we were about on the 

board at Brenau.” Mundy retired as an administrator with the Hall County public 
schools system. The Gainesville Business and Professional Women’s Club named 

her “Woman of the Year” in 1980. In 1983, she received the Johnny V. Cox Award 

for Distinguished Service in Instructional Supervision and earned the Brenau 

Alumni Association Professional Achievement Award in 1985. Mundy had been in 

declining health after she suffered a stroke six years ago while speaking to a group 

of educators. She was elevated to emeritus status on the Brenau Board in 2007. 
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Mundy with Brenau president Schrader 
in 2008 ceremony elevating her to 
trustee emeritus.
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INTRODUCING THE BRENAU UNIVERSITY ALL-STEINWAY SCHOOL INITIATIVE

Scan the QR code to watch and listen as Brenau music 
professor Ben Leaptrott introduces the Brenau All-
Steinway School program. Or go to www.brenau.edu/
steinway to watch the video and get more information.

More than 135 colleges, universities, conservatories and 

other schools of distinction already have embraced the 

“All-Steinway School” moniker. Brenau strives to add to its 

powerful academic arsenal the piano that inspires students 

to realize their artistic talents and that best prepares them 

to compete at the highest levels. 

 Higher education today inhabits a highly competitive 

world. Three other institutions within a 50-mile radius of 

Brenau already are among the all-Steinway schools. 

 Brenau’s mission is to prepare students for 

extraordinary lives. To accomplish that, you need nothing 

less than extraordinary tools.

 To learn more about how you can help Brenau reach 

this goal, please contact Matt Thomas at 770-534-5309.


